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munion with him, the Joy and Com- 
| forts of the Horx Gas r, when we? 
are under ſuch Preſſures of Trouble a 
Jare above the Support of Nature. 

HL Tx a T the furtheſt Account, why 
| moſt go under the Name of Chriſtiaus, 
rather than of any other Form, can riſe no 

higher than Cuſtom and Education, that 
it did beſpeak them from their Birth, 
and was the Religion of their Anceſtors; 
ea, become in that Manner natural to 
them, as the Cuſtoms and Language of 
their Country. Which are Grounds that 
would determine to the very,oppolite 
| Profeſſion, if they were ſtated under 
the ſame Circumſtances, and had the 
"ſame Motives to be Mahometans ; ſince 

it is ſure theſe can found no other A 

ſent, than is ſuitable to the Nature and 

Strength thereof. — 
IV. TA r, thus it is plain, the moſt 
numerous Part of viſible Profeſſors, ars 
deſtitute of any Defence from interna 
Motives, and ſolid Conviction ot the® 
Truth they profeſs, upon its own Ee 
dence; and there was never more Caulg* 
to fear ſome unuſual Apoſtacy fromthe 
very viſible Proteſhon of CRI, POR | 

— 


any violent Trial on Aſſault this 
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hen ſuch find it more eaſy to render 
up their Religion, than to adhere to the 
me, under ſtrong Temptations, who 
et never knew that Subſtance, Advan- 


* 


, or Certainty herein, as could pro- 


5 ives for ſuch a Profefſion. P 


Pos fr. II. THAT thus one of the 
% Services of theſe Times, for the 
alice Good of the Church, does Convinc- 
ih ie here ; to have the Faith of Aﬀent 
o Fhe Truth and Doctrine of CHRIST, in 
tlear and firm Certainty of the Fudg- 
| went, on its own Eyidence, more vigor- 
i promoted, and the proper Means and 
Mances, which the Lok p bath given 
r this End, in ſome other Manner yet 
nproved, g ban ſeems to be at this Day, 
a more uni verſal Uſe; 


| 


Taz Grounds to inforce the Neceſlity 
| hereof, are theſe; ti 
N Tnar tis ſure wherever the Goſ- 
1 is revealed to Men, it comes with ſo 
ull an Aſſurance of Underſtanding, and 
ee? of objective Evidence, as can 
Amit of no poſſible Doubttulneſs herein. 
1 Nich 1 's * Credit and Glory of our 


1 


erate with the Want of all external 
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ef RELIGION. 5 
Religion, that in no other Way it doth 
— Acceptance, but with the furs j 
theſt Conviction of Evidence. 

I. BEcause the expreſs Deſign anc 
Tendency of this bleſſed Revelation, is 
no leſs to found ſuch a rational Aſſurance! 
in the Judgment, of its Truth, than to 
ingage the Will and Conſent for em 
bracing thereof; and tho ſuch great DEW 
monſtrations for this End can only, i 
ſuo genere, have a convincing Influence 


to perſuade the Underſtanding, yet A i 
£ 5 | 


| Meise Sdrik f 1 
emonuration ot the Spirit. of GUL 
ey are the greateſt Means to bring up 


Mens Afent to a full and quieting Ret} Þ 
on that Security to which they mult truſt} 
themſelves forever, and to let them ſee, 
that this even here by the Way, is aſe! {1 
ſuredly full, though not yet their Enjoy. 
ment. | G * 
III. Brcauvsz this Faith of Aſſentg 
ſhould be firſt followed in the Order ig | 


N 


* 


of 


Nature, as being the very firſt Principle 
of Converſion, to know and be ſure 
that GOD hath ſent his Son into the 
World to fave Sinners; wherein as the 
Holy Ghoſt is not+the Objective, but the 
efficient Cauſe of our Faith, ſo is not that 

Wc A3 internal 
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. . 8 The *confirming Work 8 

Wänternal Work and Teſtimony, he gives 
Pon the Soul the firſt Teſtimony, but muſt 
ſtill have Reſpect to the Revelation of 
the Word withofit, and ſnch demonſtra- 


& tive Evidences thereof, wherewith it is 
evealed to the World. Nor may an 
ever ſeparate, that which GOD hat 
amlelf fo indiflolably joined. 
AIV. Tnar there is ſo convincing a 
| {Neceſſity and Uſe hereof to the Church, 
end in a ſpecial Way with reſpect to the 
W Youth, for a more firm laying of the 
= Ground-work of their Chriſtian Profeſſi- 
von, and for the Seed-plot of a bleſſed 
nd deſirable Growth amongft ſuch in 
this Day; that they might thus know 
early, ſomething of theſe primary 
Grounds and Demonſtrations of their 
1 „Faich ſo alſo is it a Study of that high 
„ Importance, as I humbly judge ſhould 
be of notable Uſe for a Manuduction, in 
WW. the firſt Place to Students of Divinity, 
before they launch forth in that vaſt and 
immenſe Ocean of the ſpeculative Part 
thereof; and for being at ſome greater 
Advantage thus for carrying on ſuch a 
couficming Work in the Church in their 
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uture Service, 
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of RELIGION. =. 
V. Yea, of what Uſe might this be 
with reſpect to many, who may be Tore 2 
haunted, with hidden and dreadful Temp 
tations to Infidelity, and to weaken them 
in the very Foundations of their Faiths 7 
who are wholly unfurniſhed of any ſuch 
Grounds and Arguments in their Judge 
ment to repel the ſame : And it is cer 
tain, that to believe firmly the Hiſtorß 
of the Goſpel, that GOD was manifeſt 
ed in our Nature, to ſave Man, is with 
reſpect to the Object, a much higher A 
of Faith, than to believe, that he will 
ſave us; ſince as the one doth unſpeag 
ably more tranſcend all human Reaſon! 
than the other, ſo doth the Apoſtle tha 4 
argue from the greater to the leſs, Rem 
viii. 32. that he who gave his own Sog 
to the Death; will he not alſo with hi; 
give us all Things? 3 


Pos 1r. III. T HAT ſuch a confirming 
Work, was moſt ſpecially followed in the? 
Practice of the Primitive Times, and os 
of” the great Ends of the Miniſtry of the * 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, te have thin 
Faith of Aſent and Doctrinal Certainiy 
thereof, on its proper Grounds. and Hy 
fences, deeply founded in Mens "Fudan 
3 * hed | HT LN | 
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Debate. 


or ot our Profeſſion himſelt take, not 


| || the Power and Energy of Grace, but 
| with that convincing Evidence and De- 
monſtration of his Truth to Mens Un- 
derſtanding, as might found alſo a firm 
and rational Aſſurance bereof. 

. 


II. Tzxar for this End he did pra 
he Father, John xvii, 21. and was fo 


much eſſed herein, that ſo great an ex- 


ternal Demonſtration of the Truth of the 


i |[Peaple, might be kept clear, that the 
World might thus believe that he was 
| 1 ſent of GOD, and have a deeper Convi- 
Sion hereof wrought in them, by ſuch 
Wan Evidence. 
ul Tur one ſpecial Intent of the 
WW Goſpel of Zuke, was for this End, Luke 
4 That Men might know, not only 
. Things themſelves by a naked Re- 
ion, but the Certainty of theſe Things, 
> avherein they had been formerly inſtru- 


— —— 


| mnt; is fo clears e, come under 


1 1. . this Way did the great Au- 
only by the Authority of his Word, and. 


| Goſp el, in the Concord and Unity of his 


IV. Tra 
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I. Tua r herein did the Mini 
of Apollos ſo brightly ſhine forth, 4. 
Iwiib 28. And was then of moſt ſingular 1 3 

Uſe to the Church, by that Clearneſs ot! 
rational Conviction and demonſtrativs , 
Arguments for the Truth of CRRIS TM 
as the greateſt Gainſayers could not J 
withſtand. 

V. Tram tis ſure, it was then withs 
out Exception, expreſly required of the) | 
meaneſt within the Church, to be always! | 
ready to render the Reaſons of their 
Hope to all who asked: And not only to 
know what they did believe, but why, 
they did fo, as 1s clear, 1 Pet. iii. 15 
This could not be by bringing forth I} 
internal Evidences, for Conviction of 0 
thers, but by giving them an Account | 
of the moſt cogent Grounds and De. 
monſtrations of the Goſpel, as might be 
moſt prevalent, and confirming to hel 
Weak, and leave others inexcuſable: 
And ſeems to have been then ſpecially} 
preſſed in theſe Primitive Times, as 
proper Teſt of their Chriſtian Profeſſion, .. 

I. AND we ſee herein alſo, 
much theſe excellent Bereans were taken 
up, and were: ſo highly commended o 
the _ 42 Acts in 11. ; OG —_— 

Fang | 
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o The confirming Work 
, the 'demonſtrative Part of Chriftianity, 
-| and by its own Evidence, with that intire 
1 Harmony and Conſent of the Scripture 
bberein, and their being thus diligently 
Antent in that comparing Work of Reli 
Zion, to ſee the Truth thereot, not ſingly; 
dad apart by themſelves alone, but in that 
joint Union and Coherence wherein they 
fland, each in their own Room, for oon- 
L firmang.and giving Light to other. 
| MI. Txar this was the Way alſo, 
* Wherein the Goſpel did come to the 
| Gentile Church, is clearly ſhewed, 1 
2. i. 5. Not in Mord only, hut as 38 
Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, ſo alſo in Non 
much Afurence of Underſtanding, upon did 
Ws own Evidence, which was that Way, Da. 
it did ſo wonderfully prevail over the De 
World againſt Nature, and the Stream rat. 
of Fleſh and Blood, that ſtood in the {Mai 
& furtheſt peas thereto, 
I. TA one of the greateſt Ser- 
We vices of the Apoſtles in their viſiting the 
WE. Churches, did expreſly lie here, A, 
I Jiv. 22. To confirm the Souls of the 
WH. Diſciples, in the firſt Place, in the Cer- 
Footy of their Faith, and then in ex- 
ing them to continue in the ſame, 
they ight follow the Lox p, with 
a — | PIR YN | ; | the 
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Light and Aſſurance 2 


Mind, amidſt the great Trials of ſuch a 

ime. | g 
II. TzAr'tis this Way alſo the World 
is rendered inexcuſable for their Miſbe- 


iel of the Goſpel, when under ſuch Suf- 
feiency of Means given for this End, by: | } 
ſo great a Diſcovery of the confirming. | 4 
Evidences of its Truth, ſo as they can 
have no Pretence herein, but an Obſti= 7 
nacy and Reſolution not to be convincedy, TY 
on. which Ground doth our bleſſed Loxp! ! } 
teſtify, that it was no Want of Light, up- 
on the Certainty of his Truth, why Men 
did not receive it, but that they loved 
Darkneſs better than Light, becauſe their 
Deeds were evil; and when ſuch clear 
rational, and convincing Evidences are 
laid open to their View, how moſt Men 
poſſibly can get theſe put by or rejected, 
not eaſy to comprehend, but that a 
eal Irritation and torment of Spirit, 
from ſuch Clearneſs of Evidence, dot 
thus more tend to harden than convinces: 


10 


Pos 1. IV. 7 HAT there is a conti. 
d Neceſſity 2 ſuch a Confirmation in * 
he Faith to this Day, whatever can le 
Rected of ſa long a. Conſent and Pr 

i. © «/ 
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12 — The confirming Work | 
feription of Time in the Profeſſion thereof. 
I 15 Wy ly demonſtrable on theſe Grounds. . 


I. BE c Aus R, it is ſure, the Chriftia 
x doth ſtill need theſe Aſſiſtances, 
and it is a ſtrange Miſtake, that only 
| for Heathens and Atheiſts, ſuch confirm- 
ing Evidences of the fame ſhould be 
poſed, but not for any under a viſible 
| a when the whole of Dein, 
aud Dod rine of our Faith, is ſo full of 
de monſtrat ive Ar ments, for the daily 
Ulle of the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſtians in 
heir Paſſage through Time. | 
7 II. Tar as the higheſt Motives to 
all ſerious Godlineſs, and the moral Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, muſt needs be from 
its known Certainty to us, ſo is the con- 
—tinued Uſe thereof to be ſtill the ſame, 
HI. Tram theſe numerous Trials and 
ll Conflicts of Chriſtians now, do no leſs 
I call for ſome higher Eſtabliſhment in 
5 abe Truth, on which they muſt alone 
|, when all viſible Props fail in their 
be than of ſupporting Grace; 


7 is it conceivable, how Men can this 
. e walk in the Light of any true Jo 
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e without a more e Al- 
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ſurance of their being on fafe Ground(f 
herein than moſt ſeem to reckon. 2 
IV. BECAUSE. the Revelation of t Py 
1 Gol pel, and of an eternal State in ane 
ther World, is ſo great and wonderfuf 
as tis ſtrange how this is not the higheff 
. 8 Intereſt of Mens Life, to have "he 1 
Faith more deeply confirmed on the fuß 
e theft Trial of their Security now by 
the Way herein, who muſt ſhortly make 
ſo great a Trial thereof at Death; for, bf ( 
we were but once come thus far, as 55 
alk our - own Soul, what the Chriſti 
Faith, indeed is, that we are thus called 
to belie ve, it could not poſſibly but be- 
get ſome Extaſy of wondering at the 
Greatneſs thereof, and to reckon any 
Light and implicit Aſſent to the ſame, 
as a Degree both of _— and Indiffe“ 
reney in this Matter. | 
V. TrovGH there be no 3 


with Heatbens, as in the firſt Times, 
was ſuch a Spirit never at a higher Pit 
than. it is now, to take off all firm Aſlent 
to the greateſt Principles of Truth, whey 
is +4theiſm ſeems to be at its laſt Attem 
y in the World, and we are fallen in fo an 

"BM mazing an Hour of the Power of Darks) 
ce 6 as 2 N * 2 mo 574 
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7 e perilous and trying than the 


VI. Yea, if ſuch a confirming Work. 
be one of the greateſt Means to L 
the Repnte and Honour of Religion, 

when its wonted Awe and Veneration is 

do far loſt, and to awake Men to deeper 

Imp reflions of its Truth, when fo few 
ſeem now under any | ſuch Weight; then 
it is certain, there was never more Need 

ol bye ſame than in this Day. | 


Wir v. THAT ſucb 4 Service to 
be Church, doth not only reſpe the more 
Knowing, mquiſitive and judicious Part 
thereof, but the meaneſt Profeors of Religi- 
on alſo, of whom this is neceſſurily POTN 
15 evident on eſe. Grounds. 


Becavuss each Chriſtian ſhould have 
btedly Tuch a Ballaſt on their own 
Senf, of te ſolid and rational Grounds 
. their Faith, as well as thoſe of greater 
arts and Endowments : The promoting 
Bf which, were it more deeply conſider- 
"A dare hombly adventure to ſay, 
Id be found one of the choiceſt 
Means to n er th Is 


Day. 
I Br. 
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II. Bzxcavse this is not to drive any 
to doubt or queſtion the leaſt ſincere De- 
ee of A ent, tho it be not with ſucks 
trength of Evidence as in others, nor 
can by that formal Argumentation give 
the ſame Account thereof; ſince a few-? 
Grounds this Way may ſpecially help ta 
ſome ſolid Conviction, and confirming of 
their Mind, when they may be ignorant 
of many other cogent Arguments for this 
End; but it is certain alfo, the greater 3 
Clearneſs of Evidence, doth ſtill in the 
appointed Way of Means lead in to 4 
more firm and ſtrong Aſſent of the Judge : 
ment, to the Truth of our Religion 
III. Becavss the Strength. of the 
Foundation in itſelf cannot be enough, 
if it be not with fnch a known Evidence, 
as Men may build firmly and with Afs 
ſurance thereon; Nor hath the LOA 
thus only deſigned to give his People as 
infallible and ſure Teflimony to adven- 
ture on, but that it ſhould be made ſure? 
alſo-to them. e 
IV. BECAUSE none can in Truth ſayy* 
that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the H 
Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xxii. 3. by which is not tak 
be underſtood ſo much the Neceſſity 7 | 
ſupernatural Grace, for a ſaving Faith, 
K. , 2 1 | 
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onteſſion of the ſame, but from theſe 
L Grounds *and Arguments, which are re- 
Vvealed by the Holy Ghoſt unto Men for 
this End; and, as tis certain, that theſe 


+ Characters and Evidence of Divinity, 


| I are imprinted on the whole Reve- 
lation of the Goſpel, may be clear and 
demonſtrative to our Judgment, ſo are 


they as truly Divine, as the Doctrine 


hich is confirmed therebx. 
V. Bc As E there can be no poſſible 


Cauſe for Unbelief of the Truth from 


ony intricate Obſcureneſs of the ſame, 
when the LoxD hath given ſuch great 
Afliſtances to our Faith, to be as Milt 
for Babes, as well as Meat to ſtrong 
Men, And tho? it be objected, that the 
fartheſt objective Evidence of the Gof- 


pel, with fo clear and ſtrong a Convey- 


ance thereof, is yet ſo little operative 
on moſt ; the ſame might be faid alſo of 


the whole Letter of the Scriptures but, 


tho! this tends not in the leaſt to reſolve 
gur Religion into any meer Exerciſe of 
eaſon, and leaves the whole Work of 


i in its Energy and Operation 
th 


rewith on Mens Souls, intire; yet 
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Hut that none can give à true Aﬀent and 


Waoth it fully evince ſuch a Sufficien- 


' "of RELIGION. 15% 
cy of Evidence with the Chriſtian Fait 
as makes any Doubtfulneſs herein fin 
ply impoſſible, through wan of that 
greateſt Advantage of Means; yea, ſuch 
as are of another Kind than to -indacel} 
only a 3 Perfwaſion of the fame 
VI. Bzcavse it- is one of the ſads 
deft Symptoms of the - preſent State of } 
Religion, that ſo few almoſt in whole 
Congregations, can give any clear Aſſent 
to the Truth and Certainty thereof, but 
to Amazement, both live and die Stran- 

ers to the ſame; yea, how many-of 3 
theſe who eo: ——_ 4 5 Ar 1 
gion, ave their Fuith ſtarved this 

ay, Td are deſtitute of any ſuch. Suf 
port, but, as it is not the Numerouſneſs* 
of Profeſſors, but the Strength and So. 
lidity of their Fatth, wherein the Chur- 
ches Strength moſt lies, and hath more 
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118 ing Work © 
Posir. VI. THAT tis fully de- 
monſtrubie and clear, how no ſimple in- 
truclin Men, in the general Princi- Wi 
piles of Religion, can be the Fs er and 
adequate Means for ſuch a Faith of A. 
= ſent to the Truth, thereof, on its own Evi. 
E dence, or anſwer that Apoſtolick Pattern 
dot laying the Foundation, Heb, vi. 2. 
But that ſome ſpecial Duties elſe are cal- 
© ted for to ſo biek an Find ;. fuch wherem, 
not only that true primitive Confirmation 
in the Chriſtian Faith, might have ſome 
Practical Uſe, but we might alſo bope 
- therewith, for a more remarkable out-let- 
ting of confirming Influences of the Spirit 


F God. 


VA is to be underſtood herein, I 
4 = humbly offer in a few Particu- 
ars, | ae 
I. THAT. it is one of the greateſt 
Concerns of the Miniſterial Wort, and 
of the Key of Doctrine, to have all who 
hear the Goſpel, in the „it Place, preſ- 
led to take Religion ſo far to Heart, as 
to make a ſerious Enquiry into the 
& Grounds and Reaſons hereof, and thus 
Eto know their being on' ſure Ground 
herein, not becauſe they know not ano» 
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ther ts, but "becauſe the 12 f hy. 
is the alone Way of Trut 


e of Evidence, and Demonſtra- 
tion, as 


Things do require, and the Temper of 


ſuch” a gain-ſaying Age now calls for; ö 


and to have this preſſed more on Mens 


* and Conſcience, that the 
hings of God, which are of. the higheſt ? 


Conſequence, Reality and Subſtance can 


have no poſſible Reception by any im 


plicite or probable Belief thereof, nor 
can admit any Pretence for the fame, 


when the Lox p hath given ſuch Kind of i 
Proofs and Evidence, as leaves Mens 
Darkneſs herein, without any Shadow of 


Excuſe. 
II. Taar it ' peculiarly belongs to 


the Catechetical York of Religion, to take x 
ſome Account of the meaneſt Profeſſorg 
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„to Which 
* dare truſt their Immortal Souls; 3 
2. That for this End the ſupream Traths # 
of Religion be repreſented” with that” 


th ſuck great and marvellons E 


thereof; and with a ſpecial Reſpect to the 


V. outh ; of their Faith of Aſent to ih 
Doctrine of CHRIST, on what Grounds® 
and Certainty of Evidence this is found 


ed, and for their inſtructing therein, 
welt as in the general 8 of Reli- 
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% Te ronfirnines Work 
. * 3 when one of the moſt-ruining 
Things to the Church lies here, that the 
Profetſion of moſt is laid in fo Guy an 
Ignorance, as they have almoſt nothing 
to ſay for the ſame, but a naked Affirma- 
tion. I know the Difficulty hereof, for 
the Weak may be objected, but without 
- guſt Cauſe; ſince as the Prime Truths 
| of Religion are few, eaſy and plain for 
the meaneſt Capacity, fo alſo are the 
primary Evidences and Demonſtrations 

of our Faith, ii ſuch once with that De- 
fre did fearch after the ſame, as for a 
hidden and invaluable Treaſure z where- 
n this Reſpe& ſhonld be ſtill had to dif- 
W terence betwixt what is Initial and of a 
wore fundamental Concern for the 
my Weak, and what may tend to an higher 
4 zrowth and Increaſe of others. 1 
iS IT ſhonld be of 2 Uſe and 


Advantage alſo for the ſame End, that 
the young Growth now coming up in the 
Church, were put to give ſome explicit 
Evidence of their Confent and Choice of 
the Profeſſion of Cxz1sT, ſo far as may 
Witneſs a Ratification of the Baptiſmal 
WiCovyenant, now as their own proper 
Deed, wherein they were implicitely 
mneaged in their Infancy. Some ſpecial 
_ "7 oth. NC Grounds -*: 
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„ KETTEN Bm. 
Grounds and Reaſons for this, are, 1. Be- 
cauſe GOD will have his Service freel7 
entredlin and upon Choice, as that W 
which is moſt agreeable to his Honey 9 
for, as the Covenant binds mutually, 1 

do the Seals thereof alſo, and therefore 
upon our Part 1s Baptiſm a Sf - 
Oath of Allegiance to God. 2. Because 
it tends to a more reſolute and firm Ads 
herence to the Service of GOD, that this 
Buſineſs ſhould be perfonally brooms 
Home. to Mens Conſcience, efpectally- : 
before their firſt Admittance to the 8 
crament of the Lox D's Sapper, and thus 
to engage them as Foſhua did, Chaps 
xxiv. 22. Ye are Witneſſes againſt your: © 
ſelves herein, and they ſaid, we are Wits 
neſſes. 3. Becauſe this is expreſly held 
forth, 1 Pet. iii. 21. where Bapriſm 45 2 
called the Anfwer 45 a good Conſcience tu 
ward God, upon «Ground! that ſack. 
then who were come to Yearsof Knows } 
ledge, were perſonally brought to co 
firm by their own Conſent that ſolemn | 
Engagement and Dedication by Baptiimm 
Sar the n and therefore +2 A 
calle 4 which is vox urig, and 
ale gas, Which is or jars, and 
ter Chriſtianum, & Dominum Chriſtum, i 
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* te rhe ut! 
ads the moſt judicious S on 
- that Scripture do clearly render it; and 
Io this 2 a ſpecial Part of the primi- 
tive Practice, not only with reſpe& to 
fluch, who were converted from the. 
min, but were born within the Church, 
and Partakers of that Seal of Baptiſm 
in their Infancy, to bring them to anſwer 
to that great Demand of the Covenant, 
Do you Ty Conſent upon Evidence and 
» Choice, to be the Lord's, and to be a 
Subject of his Kingdom, and. embrace 
E the Laws thereof, and do you thus in 
Sincerity and Truth, declare the ſame, 
herein you have a good Conſcience be- 
fore GOD? And of what bleſſed Fruit 
and Advantage ſhould this be both for 
EF the Increaſe and Honour of the Goſpel, if 
F this were more dee Ply taken to Heart 
for ſome practical Uſe, according to the 
Rule, and primitive Pattern i in the Chur- 

ches of CaxigrT | 

i IV. Ir were ſpecially deſi reable alſo, 
that there be ſome clear Yiew and Sum- 
| 4 by itfelf, of the moſt cogent Grounds 
| id Demonſtrations of the Chriſtian Faith, 
uh welpe both to the doct rinal, hiſto: 
bi. rical, and prophetical Part thereof, and 
| Ti that Manger accommodated, as the 
0 * NN FR "x | meaneſt 
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J RELIGTON. 23: 
meaneft within the Church might have 
ſuch a Help ſtill at their Hand, and thus, 
with the leaſt Expence of Time, be pro- 
vided of ſuch Arguments and Reaſons 
as ſhould tend (through the Bleſſing of 
GOD) not only to the turtheſt rational 
Aſſent, and Certainty of the Truth 
their Profeſſion, but to give a moſt ſpe- 
cial Support of Mind againſt that inward} } 
Trial of Satan's Temptations and fiery}; 
Darts this Way; yea, is ſuch a Mean, 
that in the ſerious Improvement hereof, | 
by having ſuch Evidences once brought} 
in on Mens Judgment and Conſcience, . 
ſo as to ſee with their own Eyes the 
Truth of the ſame, I muſt humbly judge, : | 
there 1s nothing, next to the internal . 
Work of the Spirit, of this Kind, might i 
tend more to promote the Kingdom of 
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Cax1ST in this Day. 


Pos T. VII. THAT as there are ſome 
more fignal Periods of Time, to which. 
greater Brightneſs and 1 Ligks "| 
bath Ref} - under the New Teſtament; 

ſo doth there now ſeem to be ſome remarks. 
able Call and Excitement, to ſuch a con- 
firming Work, in this Day about the A 
Chriſtien Faith ; ven we may hope, tha 

J _— OE A 
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„ile confirming Work. _ 
. 1 more ſolemn and reſtoring Time of Re; 
- ligion in the World, is on a near Ay. 
FE proach, (tho" all ſenſible Evidence would 
em to controul this,) and may be now 
more looked after, and prepared for; un 
der a ſuitable Impreſſion of theſe Grounds 
for the ſame. 1 "SM 


I. TxaT:the promiſed Time of the 
3 of. the Jeus doth aſſuredly 
draw near; and whatever be judged by 
fome of the Lox D's immediate Appear- 

"ance herein by a Miracle, yet it is un- 

> > queſtionable that nothing in the Way of 

Means, could be more promiſing and 

> Hopeful to promote this great End, than 

by promoting ſo great. a Service as this 
| 2. the Chriſtian Church. | 

II. TA x a greater Extent alſo of the 

& Profeſſion of CHRISH amongſt the Gen- 

tiles, and rending of the Vail that is now 

over many dark Nations, ſeemeth clear- 

Iy inſured therewith; and what * 

a Evidence ſhould this be if ſuch a Pu. 

ict and Catholic Spirit were more ſeen, 
bow to advance the higheſt Ends of Re- 

ligion on ſuch an Account without Reſ- 

& pe to any partial- or divided Intereſt ? 

* Yea," that this bleſt Zeal of GOD, might 


; - 


N * - 2 
_ * . - - 1 EF 7 - 2 : 
b 7 * 4 * «4 fo —- 8 f 
1 24 ks : = ak 


__ 


2 


_ Vf REETIGTON. © 25 
in that Manner appear to have the dark 
de World, get a more clear and convincing 
4. Froſpecł of the higheſt rational Demonſtra® 
4 tions of Chriſtianity, as might through tha 
w Lord's, gracious Concurrence bring Ment 
n. once to an inquiſitive and ſerious Spiri 
ds MW about the ſame. Ohl that ſuch may be rai 
ſeqdup in thisdiſmalHour,with ſomething 

the ancient Spirit, to travel with Deſicg 
he W for the Salvation of Mankind, and af 
ly whom it may be ſaid, as of bleſt Nehes 
by W miah, thoſe are indeed come to ſeek th 
- 7elfare of their People, in their greatelf 
n. WU Intereſt. | ._ <4 
of III. AN p this further Excitement 
ad are now under for this End, in a Times 
n when Popery ſeems to be upon one 
SW its laſt and greateſt Aſlaults againſt hel 

Church; fince tis ſo clear, that what 


| 


”* nity, from their own Trial and Enguis | 
ry upon the confirming Evidenoes theres 
i W yea, nothing is more demonſtrable u 
„ that the Method and Grounds that 
al Tendency to,promote Atheilm | 


[- of, muſt have the ſame native Refi 
e W taken, both to engage and fix Men in the 
2 ; —— t 77 | * * | 
p * * | £ Þ- 2 


e ever tends to confirm Men in Chriſtis 

- to make ſuch confirmed Proteſtatitsy 

[= * Proteſſion, have the ſame ratig- 
Y | 
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; 26 The confirming Work 25 OY 
ps. give Infidels the greateſt Advant! 5 
1 reject the Proſeſſion of CHRIS T. 


that bath Ears to hear, let him hey. 
a M E N. | 


et we _— 
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CHAP. II. 
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| The confirming Work of Religion, hd 

> ced to pratical Uſe ; in ſome clear View 
- of thoſe preliminary Grounds, and De- 
monſtrations of our Faith, which none 
 Jhould pretend Ignorance of, who enter 
the Profeſſion of Chriſt upon Choice, 
aud Certain of E vidence. 


SECTION 2 


do. I. H A T. Reaſons, and De- 

monſtrations, can you give 
'FE ſo great a Faith, as that of the glori- 
ous Being of GOD; who 1s inviſible to 


human Senſe ; ſince this is the F oundation 

\* all Religion ? 
(AK 

. Inf. Tro' this is principally 3 

ed on the Sacred Truth and Authority 

* ot his own Word, yet I am with the fur - 

; infallible wa ae confirmed here- 

>. 2 1 r 
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N RELIGION, 7 
I. TH AT it can be no more ſure, that 
this marvellous Frame of the Heavens 
and Earth hath a Being, and is the Ob- 
ject of our Senſe, than that a ſupream 
infinite Wiſdom and Power muſt be the 
firſt Cauſe hereof, and it were ſimply im- 
poſſible it could ever otherwiſe have been: 
II. Ta Ar he hath thus made himſelf 
viſtble to our Eyes, by ſuch a viſible 
World, and in ſo exquiſite an Order and 
Correſpondence to ſupport the ſame, as 
nothing ſtands alone by itſelf, but in a 

Line of mutual Reſpect, which rung 
through the whole Creation. We maß 
as clearly thus ſee, that God is, as that 
there is an inviſible Soul in a livingBodyas 
III. Tr this Harmony is amongſt 
Things, in their own Nature ſo contrar 
and deſtructive to other, for to hold this 
wonderful Frame, as all muſt abandon 
Reaſon, or ſee an infinitely wile Con- 
duct herein; and no need of extraordi 
nary Miracles, to confirm what the 
whole Conſtitutions of Nature do Wi 
neſs. ; __ -,. _— 
IV. Txrar this rate Frame of N We 
could never have-come in Being, but Bl 4 
him who could nnite ſuch differ 
Subſtances as a Material Body, an 
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28 The confirming Work ' - 
0 mmaterial Soul, in ſo near and marvel - 
us an Union. | e 
NV. Tur there is ſuch an univerſal. 
dnſent of Mankind in all Ages there- 
as ſhews Religion to be founded in 
very Nature of Man, and as eſſential 
his Being, as his Reaſon is, yea, that 
ultimate Difference of Man from the 
, and moſt eſſential Property of hu- 
Lian Nature lies here. | 
AVI. Traar tho' every one be an Ene- 
v to what torments him; yet it was 
1 


£ 
z 


ver poſtble for an Atheiſt to free him · 
f from that unavoidable Senſe - and 
Fear of a Deity, nor, in a World ſo 
nnch loſt in Wickednels, could he ever 
f ae the Awe of Religion, or make 
[0 any rational Oppoſition to this greateſt 
| x of the common Faith of Man- 
VII. Tnar the Reaſon of the whole 
Conſtitution of Nature, and Viciſſitude of 
Things here, is ſo great, as, without 
utt ing out the Uſe of Reaſon, we can- 
t but ſee, how nothing poſſibly could 
| nave been better; and that any want | 
Whereot in the whole Frame of the Uni- 
W verſe, would be as the Diſlocation of a a 
t of the Body, and were not concei- 
"mb 


4 


| 
| 
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vable to be otherwiſe than it is by infi-. ? 
nite Wiſdom appointed. - ©. 4 

VIII. Txrar tis wg, impoſſible, 
that GOD bleſſed for ever ſhould not ex- 
xt, or that this Univerſe, (which is a 
Work fo highly becoming the Greatneſs 
of its Maker,) could poſhbly ſubſiſt ſor 
one Hour or Minute of Time without a ſu- 
pream Independent Power and Being, 
on which all viſible Beings have their 
Dependence, ſince they cannot depend 
upon nothing. RS F 

IX. T rar ſuch is the abſolute Neceſq 
ſity of the Faith alſo of a Godhead, a 
without this the State of Mankind could 
not morally ſubſiſt, or any poſſible Or 
der, Subjection, Piety, and Juſtice, 
be to ſupport human Society, buti4 
as Bradwardine ſaith, O quam neceſ/e eſt 
lunc efſe, quem impoſſibile eſt nan eſſe. 

X. How plain is it, that Men nh | 


& 


but ſee theſe Effects of his Power on the 
Conſcience, in the Certainty of a prophe- 
tic Light and Diſcovery, as hath heen olt | 
prev of future Things, and in the 1 = | 
eniable Truth of Miracles, ſo as ſuckhia 
Prodigy, as a profeſt Atheiſt, can have 
no Claim to human Race, as a rationak 
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| 30 : i + The: confirming Mork ">... 
Being, more than the greateſt Monſter in 
Mature to be a true Man. 


Qu. II. What doth witneſs the World's? 
not being Eternal, and its firſt Original 
and Beginning from God, to confirm our 
Faith herein, by rational Demonſtration? 
Auſw. I. TRA Eternity is an incom- 
municable PerfeQion of the firſt Cauſe, 
and that which is made up of corrupt i- 
ble and periſhing Things, as this viſible 
World cannot poſſibly be in itſelf eter- 
 nal;. nor could ever produce itſelf, ſince 
thus it muſt both be and not be at the 
tame Time, which is the greateſt Con- 
tradiction. | 
II. Thar if there be ſuch a 
Thing now as Time, there can be no 
judging of Days, Years and Ages to be 
infinite, or how one Thing in a continu- 
ed Order, ſhould thus. go before another, 
© without coming to fome firſt Begin- 
ning. = = 
| *- 111 Ir there be a Aer, Increaſe ol 
| Fahyman Learning on the Earth, and afur- 
ther Diſcovery of Arts and Sciences; and 
the greateſt Experiments and Inventions 
I have been but of a late Riſe and Date; 
File canthere not poſſibly be an eternal 
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ordinary Judgments. were ever yetkng 
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i of RELTCTON. © t 
guccoſſion of Mankind, with a continued 
Progreſs and Experience this Way; nor 
can it be; that but of late, one Part of 


the World is known and diſcovered to a- Y 


nother. _ 

IV. Txar fo ſhort an Hiſtory as 
we have in the moſt ancient Records of: 
Time, were wholly inconſiſtent with 3 
ſuch. an eternal Duration, or that infi- 3 
nite Ages preceding, ſhould leave no 
Remembrance to oſterity, when fo 
ſmall a Meaſure of Time, as a few thou- 
ſand Years, have left ſo much. 2 Il 

V. NoR could Men beget Men eters} 
nally, without going back to ſome firſt 
Man, who could not beget himſel. 

VI. Tzar if Eternity be preferable 
to Time, then ſhould not the excellenteſt 
Being in the Earth, Man, be thus 'cors' 
ruptible, and only this inanimate Maſs © 
of the Earth eternal. 

VII. TaaT infinite Ages paſt, thc ' 


they ſhould have but multiplied the 
Race of Man in an Age, to two or three 
more, ſhould have come to that at 1g 
that the whole Precinct of the Earth coc 
not poſſibly bear the Product of ſuch a 
infinite Increaſe; and no Wars or extn 


32 Tie conerming Work © 
to be ſuch, as to reſtrain ſuch an ung- 
'voidable Growth. Ra PE 


Queſt, III. 77hat iufallible Evidence 
to Reaſon is there of a Supream Provi- ? 
& dence, both in the Conſervation, and Go- 
vernment of the World; for confirming 
our Faith in the Scripture herein ? 


Anw. I. TraT it is clear the Sup- 
port of this great Frame of the Uni- 
[| yerſe, with that continued and regular 
Sourſe of Nature herein, is as ſimply im- 
= poſhble without an infinite divine Power, I the 
ies firſt Being and Creation, be: 
I Tnar ſuch an Extent of Provi- wh 
© dence as reſpects ſo innumerable Objects, IN ye! 
© with ſuch a Contrariety, both of Quali- Bo 
ties and Paſſions in the ſame, muſt needs Sp. 
be from an infinite and intelligent 
il Cauſe, 9: 
III. TrarT all Things to this Day, Wot 
WW continue in that eſtabliſhed Order of ſe- MN 
oond Cauſes, wherein GOD hath placed Wfor 
hem by a Law ſo viſibly imprinted on e. 
the Nature of Things without Reaſon, 
that they do as exact 7 anſwer the ſame, } 
an their proper Courſe and Station, as if 
""—_— 2 3 = they | 
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. . ef KEEZIGITON. - 33 
hey had a rational Knowledge of their p, ; 
Duty. 

IV. TzaT univerſal Reſpect, the Sur 

in the Firmament, hath to Things here 
er. tho at ſo I a Diſtance, Which 
doth neither cea row Weary to 
fend forth its Beams and hidden Iuſſuen— 
ces to the meaneſt Creatures, may let us 
dearly ſee, how it hath the ſame viſible 
Uſe and End to confirm an incomprehens 
ſible and infinite Providence about the 
meaneſt Things, as well as the greateſt; + 

V. THAT immediate Precedency 10 


the Soul in that leſſer World of Man, 
bears the ſame Evidence therewith |} 
which tho' we never ſaw with our Eyes, J 
yet doth undeniably aQtuate the whole | 1 
Body in its Functions, as the proper 
Spring of every AQ and A Motion there, NS 

VI. Ir is thus further confirmed, b 
theſe continued Viciſſitudes and Tur 
of Summer and Winter, and of Day and 
Night, that Man might have, both Li ht 
for his Labour, and Darkneſs as a 
vering for his Reſt. 

VII. By ſuch viſible Diſcoveries ofd * 
vive Judgment, and Execution of be 
Laws on Men here, as 41 may ſee ney 


| 
? 
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1 Hand therein, who yet will not hear his 
Voice in the Word. 
VIII. By theſe extraordinary and 
wonderful Works of Provide nce, which 
- hays been in all Ages. 
IX. By ſo evident a Reſtraint, Þoth 
Devils, and wicked Men, withou 
which, they would quickly diſturb the 
[| whole Frame of this Earth, and make it 
1 for human Society; i! 
1 being thus bounded and chained, MW: 
were — as viſible, as the Certainty of. 
heir Being. 0 
* IX. Bx ſuch a natural Obligation to ahn 
moral Duties, with the Senſe of a Dit. th, 
tere nce betwixt Good and Evil, as is of 
2 in the very rational Nature of n 
Man, that none can poſſibly root out, bu 
eren where the Scripture is not known, 
| \'s XI. Br that natural Confidence alſo IE 
in GOD, which all Men habe, and Re. th 
courſe to him on any preſent extream th 
Hazard, to witneſs not only that the Im 
4 E lth High bears Rule in the Kingdoms th 
3 but that the Senſe and Evi In 
5 nce hereof is unavoidable. 9 10 
_ 
Queſt IV. But doth this great Adm te 
. g-fration of Providence, about - human le 
8 en 
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Afairs, as unchangeably appear, ina 85 
ferencing betwixt the Righteous and "the 
Vicked, by ſome Recompence. to the one, 
and Puni ment to the other, as in the 
Nabel Courſe of Nature? - — 


Anſw. IT is certain, that ſuch as de: 
fire a confirming of their Faith herein, 
want it not, with the furtheſt Evidence, 
but may ever ſee that exact Conformity! 
In the whole Diſpenſation of Providence, 
to the Rectitude and Perfection of the 
divine Nature, and how a firm Belief, I 
that God is, and that he is a Rewarder, +1 
of them that diligently . ſeek bim, is on! 
and the ſame Faith; when we ang | 
but ſee, Y 

I. TxAar natural Senſe gf Good and Y 
Evil, and effential Difference betwixt 
the ſame, which is ſo firmly founded in 
the Reaſon of all Mankind. as no hu- 4 | 
man Laws or Cuſtom could ever take 
this off their Conſcience, or make an 
Indifference herein, without extingui 1 
Ing the very Nature of Man; to ſhew$ bel! 
that eternal and unchangeable Diffe- 
rence, which the holy Nature of 9 — 
hath put betwixt them. Wk 
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conſtrained to an awful Senſe and Regan 
of Truth and Well-doing; and to acknoꝶ 

the Lovelineſs and Excellency 
hereof,as does make them ſeek their own 
wn Repute, by a falſe Shew and Coun- 


ing and Riſe to that dreadful Imp» 
e of Hypocriſy, _ 

III. Tur tis the Truth's Privileg 
ever to ontlive Falſhood, and prevail & 
yer the ſame, yea, to have the greater 
Triumph after its ſoreſt Conflicts; and 
ow this is of as fundamental a Conſti- 
tion, in the Courſe of Providence, a 
[| the ot firm Eſtabliſhment of Nature. 
[: IV. TRAr, in no Time ſince Man 


was formed in the Earth, doth true Joy 
nd Serenity of Mind, ceaſe to be the 
1 native Reſult of Well doing, or the Fruit 
f Righteouſneſs to be Peace and Aſſure 
"bu of Mind; nor hath it ever wanted a 
A Wen even before any Word given of 

e Lord's taking Pleaſure herein, 
V. TzArT 'tis ſo evident, in the moſt 
I \Wifenal Times, what a public Bleſhng 
th are, who by more extraordinary 
rials, have been put to the higheſt EV 
Aciſe of their . and Patience; ea, 
"4 , don 


1 . 1 


IL Tx4aT we ſee the worſt of Men b 15 


he moſt honourable Service tor GOD, 
and to advance the Credit of Religion be- 
fore Men, who on the firft Sight and 
View, have beenaccounted the molt mis. 
ſerable of any. C1310 
VI. WII Is r, on the other Hand, it 
may be ever ſeen, how with the greateſt 
Proſperity of the Wicked here, there are 
puniſhments of another Kind diſpenſed, - 
and more dreadful than any outward Al- 
fiction, ſuch, as judicial Obſtinacy, and 
Blindneſs of Mind in oppoſition to GOD, 
even when their own Ruin is made viſi- 
ble to them herein. Es 
VII. How oft Men are thus ondary 
condemned to be happy in this World, © 
by ſome ſtrange Meaſure of ogy 
Succeſs and Proſperity, before lome * 
great Fall and Ruin; as the Iſſue thereof 
in the laſt Scene of Providence, doth ful- 
ly atteſt. WE” = 
VIII. "Tram tis ſeen alſo, how Sin 
doth ever bring its own Puniſhment, 
with it, in ſome begun Degree both of = 
Same and Torment; and, as Senecay 4M 
an Heathen, could ſay, That Wickedneſs *f 
was the moſt exquiſite Contriver of lu. 
mon Miſery, ſo no World likewiſe, may 
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ſee how a preſent Immunity from Judg 
ment 18 no Releaſe, but wort Its Sen. 
tence is not ſpeedily executed, yet is i 

at laſt ſurely executed. 
IX. Arp how evident is it, that the 
e Haters of Godlineſs are yet in F 
forced tojuſtify the ſame, and the Chr 
ſtian's Choice herein, as the greatef 
Wiſdom, upon any ſurprizing State an bo 
Extremity yea, how ſuch would bi F 
glad to join Intereſts then with ſuch in f 
| their Death, whom they moſt contem: &* 
© nedin their Life. 


_ , Queſt. V. How is it convincing way de 

mouſrable, that God hath given Ls clear 

and expreſs Revelation of his 

Council unto Men, and that ſuch a won 

.derful Record /s undoubtedly extant in the 

World ? © 
Anf. Taar, I. It is not ſible toll, 
believe the Being of God, and not alk 
the Truth of an eſtabliſhed Law, and 
Rule of Commerce betwixt him and 
Man here, ſo as to know both What wi 
ſhould do, and what we ſhould expe 
nar e from him. 
HAT this alſo muſt be known | 
and iplay its ee nee, to thi 
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of RELIGION 9 
World, in that Manner, and by ſuch in- 
fallible Evidence of its Truth, as may 
render all inexcuſable, who give not in- 
tire Credit thereto,  _. e 

III. I can be no more clear and aſſur- 
ed,” that there is but one Sun in the Fir- 
mament, than that there is but one 
Fountain, and Repoſitory of ſacred Light 
about Religion, which is the Scripture, 
ind its being the alone public Standard 
of Truth to the whole World, _ # 

IV. THaT no Way was ever made 
known to recover Mankind from a State 
of Bondage, Darkneſs, and Miſery, con- 
itent with the very Uſeof Reaſon, but 
by this bleſſed Light which ſhineth there. 
V. Yea, that there is as viſible a Dif 
"Werence, betwixt the ſame and any pre- 
ended Religion which ever was belides 
the World, as there is betwixt Day 
0 wd Night, which is founded in the im- 
Nutable Nature of theſe Things in them- 
elves. | | 4M 
VI. Ta ar there is one proper Sphere, 
Where this glorious Light ot divine 5 1 
ruth is fixed, and wherein it- ſhines} 


M 


Worth from one Age to another; Which 
be Chriſtian Church. 3 
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% The confirming Work _ 
Queſt. VI. But vb, more poculih 
b Evidences can you ſhrew of the Dremity 
of the Scriptures, that all may ſee them ii de 
be of infallible Truth?* © 7 5 


is this Day in the Earth, which no crer Ib 
ted Wiſdom could ever have made, and e 
contain ſuch Things of higheſt Concern 4, 
o Mankind, as does infinitely exceed the 
| the Bounds of human Ability andInven-Wjho 
ion, and could never have been diſco the 
ered but by GOD himſelf, _ bee 
II. Txrar it gives forth. ſuch exquiſiteW Wi 
Laws and Conſtitutions of our Religion, ¶ ble 
Aas Men muſt needs ſee the holy Nature, 23 
Purity, and Perfect ion of GOD, molt | 
rightly ſhining forth therein. the 
An fil. Wuaicn' acth diſcover ſo great i pec 
and proper a Relief for all thoſe Evils andi gf 
Miſeries that do attend this fallen Eſtateſſf ane 
of Man, as none but an All- ſufficient i ene 
800 could work. . . — 
IV. Tnar he alone muſt be the Auer 
. *thor of this bleſſed Record, who rule co: 
the World, and hath determined the 
& Changes and Revolutions thereof, when 
itt is not more evident that thefe-viftble 
Heavens are ſtretched forth over th 
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| Anſw. I. Trar tis fure ſuch a Bock rie 


Farth, than that this Line of the Scrip- 
ture is ſtretched over the whole Work 
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and Frame of Providence, and doth moſt 
dearly and brightly illuminate the ſame. 8 


V. Taar, ſurely this was the Product 
of infinite Wiſdom, that ſo great a Va- 
riety-of Matter ſhould meet with fo vi- 
ſible a Conſent and Harmony in one per- 
ſet and entire Frame; yea, knit in o 


cloſe a Bond of Union together, as makes | \} 


the whole Bible to be entirely one Piece; 
tho' in the writing of each diſtin& Part 
thereof, it could never have poſlibly 
been contrived or. foreſeen. by human 
Wiſdom, as we ſee here, of fo admira- 


ble an Agreement and Correſpondence Js | 


as is in all the Parts thereof. 


VI. Tr a T none elſe could have ſpoke\ \1 


the World, in ſo majeſtic a Way, and fo 


becoming the Greatneſs and Sovereignty 114 


of GOD, to aſſume ſuch a Supremacy, 
and give forth Laws for abſolute Obedi- 


J ence from all Mankind thereto, and on 


luch a Penalty of eternal DeftruQion 


perſonated the ſame. _ | * 


Man, ⁵ 


VII. TkaT it muſt needs be his 
Word, who (ne da knows what is in 


* 
3 


3 


* 
. 1 


„ 
. 
* 


2 
8 „ MT 
o 2 5 l . gf 4 * % . 
| "v1 > a - 3 
4 , 8 p , 1 my 2 
0 3 2 * 21 2 "x 
* * 8 > | Lp. 2 « Þ CO #83 b 4 A 
4 * — 4 


1 


14 
4 


or that any Impoſtors, either poſſibiy 
could or durſt have, in ſuch a Manner 
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„ The touring Work 
Man, and hath an abſolute Anthority 02 
ver the Soul, and is a Diſcerner of the 
s thereof,” who, thus not only 
gives Law to the Conſcience; and our in. 
ard Parts, but doth eſtabliſſi an inter. 
nal Religion there, no leſs abſolutely, 
than what reſpects our external Work 
Land Actions. | 1s 1119 ROE6 
„VIII. Yea, where: all may ſee the 
Wy thereof, under ſo intire a Sub- 


jection to the Dodrine which they 
taught, and that it is no Contrivance of M . 
their own, as they did record their own 
Failings and Impertections, in Behalf of 
0 the Truth; and did thus alſo require all 
| bos Reſpe& and Obedience to Magiſtra 
x tes, when thro' the whole Earth = thi 
were then greateſt Enemies to the Trut 
of the Goſpel. | ; 
IX. TxaT this muſt be his Word, WW tri 
who alone can derive Principles of Lite 
to his own Inſtitutions, and animate the I n) 
ſame with a quickening Spirit; and is 21 
Work above the Contrivance of Angels I ot 
For Men, when directed to each new Trial W = 
pf the Church, and perfonal Caſe of WK: 
- [ hriſtians, as tho? it had been alone MW al 


{ written for that Time; ſo that I can be W 
o more perſuaded in Reaſon that there 
» WS & be 


4 X wt py | : * 


7 
"+ 
m 22 1 
_ = 7 * 
* * * . * 
o 
* 


2 
- * 
C:; 2 
„ xz 


* 
. 
= - 3 
= : 


* p 
* 


"of RELIGION 


2 e Bok a th ij in the Fa 
chan that it came from Heaven, and. 3s 
be alone Rule of Religion, and of dt. 
eine e 125 he A of 
Mankind. 


I 


Queſt. VII. How is che lhe hd 
ance of the Scripture — ond the 
all the Changes of Times 22 
there could us 2 dane —_ is) 


Corruption: 8 


Anſfw. I. TRA is 6 undeniably: _— 

firſt Rule, which we * ven to = 

kind about Rel: igion, and the alone 

bc Standard of Truth, > hath en 

che Trial and Inquiry of all Times paſt, 

bo as no — in the Matter of An- || 
tiquity could yet ever be to the oon 
it ar 

it. THAT there i 1s ſbexat an dame. 

ny betwixt the Old and New Teſtament, 
3s the one is a viſible Tranſcript of 7 1 
other, in its Accompliſhment; that 
can be no more ſure of ſuch a venerable fg 
Record as the Old Teſtament, and its u 5 
alterable Conveyance to the Church, 90 # 


which the whole Race of the Few 
Jet a „ en than how it is : 


Fo 44 The confirming Work © 
continued and perfected in the Revelatz 
on of the Goſpel, and but one entit 
— Moe 1M 
III. Ter its Deliverance was by ng 
private Deed, but by a public Truſt tg 
the whole univerſal Church; ſo as it 
were more eaſy in the way of Reaſon, to 
«queſtion the moſt fundamental Statute 
and Laws of any Nation, by which Mem 
private Right and Property is ſecured, 
4 than the Truth hereof, | 
| \ Speck T rar, under the Goſpel, it hath 
been 


| 


ſo fully diſperſed over the World, 
and in ſuch various Languages; that an 
nnumerable Company of Chriſtians 
' theſe 1600 Years paſt, have been as com 
mon living Books of the ſame, 
FP. Tnar thoſe numerous Verſions 
\ and Commentaries written thereon in 
in diverſe Languages, do fully evidence 
bey had the ſame Scripture, and no o- 
er than what we have this Day. 
VI. Taar this was delivered to the 
Church, not only in Writing, but in that 
Form of ſound Words, for keeping cloſe 
thereto, as could admit of no poſſible 
| > Tendency to corrupt or alter the ſame; 
beſides the continued and public Reſe fuc 
rence that hath been ſince the brit Ar 
_ 0 5 | 0 
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the Goſpel to its Deciſion, which al! 
heſe ſharp Controverſies, that have been 
— 1 


Queſt. VIII. ou doth. confirm the 
23 Man, and entry of Sin imo the. 
World uit Way, - from cloar and ae. 
7 le Eridencs of Reaſon f 


Aufw, I. Tur there is dach a Thi 
2s Sin and Evil in the World, with the 
Senſe and Conſcience of Guilt ariſin os) 
hereon amongſt all Mankind, can nee 
no Proof nor Evidence. | 
II. Tn it is ſimply impoſſible this 
ſhould have been originally created with 
Man, or eſſentially belonging to his firſt 
Frame and Conftitution, 5 nce then there 
could be no Conſcience of Guilt or Re. 
morſe, for what was given to be a Part 
f himſelfin his firſt Frame; nor cbu¹’tHt 
it be any Sin, to act thus ſuitably to their 
— ant ina State. A 
HAT it were not conceiahlad il 
i 8 one Part of Man ſhould be in 
ſition to another. * 
IV. Nox that ſuch a Thing as be Fo 
tent Shame could be in the Nature fh0 
L 
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Man upon the Senſe of Guilt, and by i 
natural a Reſult follow the ſame, or that 
> fuch ſhonldbe aſhamed of any Part of hy 
” own Being, if this were not upon an uns 
* Cdoubted Apoſtacy, from what once h 
Was, and that inevitable Convidion « 
Conſcience, that he now is what he ought 
not to be, ſo as the Certainty of Mani 
Fall, tho' alone revealed in the Scrip- 
ture, as to the true Cauſe thereof, yet 
may be as evident to Reaſon, as the 
Truth of his Being now is. | 


* 


- SECTION II. 

3 7 Qves TION I. | 
E 'A RE there ſuch Aſſiſtances to th 
Chriſtian Faith, upon that great ad 
See Myſtery of the Revelation « 
. Chriſt to the World, as can fully anſwer 
© the Greatneſs thereof from clear and in 
| Jallible Evidence to Mens Fudgments ? 


E 3 


wm  Anſw. Ir is ſure, there could nothing 

 pollibly be deſired more to ſatisfy the 
| moſt doubtful and ſuſpicious Mind, tha 
z given for the furtheſt Certainty hereof, 


I. Tax 
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L Tait ſuch a glorions Perſon as the 
Meſſiab was to come, and be anointed to 


from Sin and Miſery, and bring Man 


Promiſe is the alone Foundation, where- 
3 the Church was founded ſince Man 
fe 2 
II. Tran: all the numerous Types 
and Sacrifices under the Law, did ſo ex- 3 
preſly tend to confirm their Faith of that 
one blefled propitiatory Sacrifice which 
was to be offered up. F 
III. That long ere the New Teſtament - 
was written, there was ſo clear and ej 
act a Portraicture of the Me ſſias drawn 
forth in the Old, with ſuch peculiar 
Marks, whereb he ſhould be known to 


that great Work of redeeming Mankind } 
back in unto GOD; and that this 


#3, © the Church, and infallibl J take Place in | 


a the Event, as Men could not upon any 
% rigture Evidence expect his n, in 
| another Way. 


IV. That his Humiliation and Suffer: 

N 91 were ſo expreſly held forth and fore-- 

told, with the online Circumſtances; ; 

ne thereof, in the 

he and: ix. of Daniel, as ii mw had been 
units of the AY 

of, lhereof, 
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A That, even the ſpecial Seaſbn\ 
| Period of Time ſor accom pliſhing thy 

-great Promiſe was ſo far Sade tn 
2s upon diligent Search and Enquar 
near Approach might be diſcerable of 
clear to what, or what Manner of Tie 
this did ſpeciall relate; for, which 
both the Fall of the Monarchies, au 
Daniel's ſeventy Weeks, were ſet up x 
HFligh-way Marks to guide Mens Fail 
+ Herein. 

Is — That *tis fi mply amelie, 20. 
cor 


to the Scripture, how the promi 
Pas could be yet to come, er 
bor he 7 Jeus were put in the ſame 
dee they were in at his coming, wha 
for theſe 1600 Years there hath been 
I o Sceptre, nor Law-giver, no Temple 
Lr e 
VII. That this great M yſtery coull 
never poſſibly have entred in o 
Thoughts, or be deviſed by any "oak 
* 


Queſt. II. But are tbere as clear al th 
2 Fre Evidencts-of the Truth of #hi 1 


8 8 uin the Event, that ſura ; 
efhas' ef vhe World eg fe 


4. I 1 1 it ii furs he was babes F 
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'18 beyond all poſſible De, 

F 1925 He TIT "5 4\ Ts ne] * a 
1. That ſo divine and wonderful 


Perſon, was in the Days of Tiberius (. 
ſar,, manifeſted to Hael, with no out- 
ward Sbe w or Obſervat ion, who did fo 
great and marvellous Things, before all 
de People, as were above all created 
Power, yea, that he was cruciſied at | 
Wl Jeruſalem, under Pontius Pilate, is @; | 
Tech in the Matter of Fact, that both 
eus and Heathens have been — 
e to;confels it. 29 
II. That this ſpecial Seaſon of his 
coming into the World, is the great is 
Epocha, and Period of Time, from which 
the Chriſtian Church hath ever ſince to ³⁵ 
this Day, reckoned her State and Suc-' i 
Ml &ilion, is undoubted and clear alſo. _-- | 
UI. That the Time of his Appear- ] 
BM ance unto the World, did fo exatly ſuit\ F 
that which was foretold by the Prophets, 
that the Je iſß Church was at that Time 2 
with greateſt Intentneſs looking after oy 4 | 
Meſſias ; ſo as ſome remarkable Impo- q 
tors took Occaſion from hence to de- 
ire the People herein. -:,—— 


—” 7 _- 
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IV. That, in him, who was then. re. 
ed: and whom the Chriſtian Church 
| worſhips, tis ſure, was moſt exactly ful 
| 
| | 


filled; whatever was foretold, concerni 
the Mefſias i in the Old Teſtament ; 3 * 
e do r 6429 herein to theſe Records, 
hich al i the 7 ews even to this Day di 
| Fore to Th divine. 
V. That this was not done in a Cor. 
E but in the public View of Men in 
thoſe Days, _— ony to oy and fa 
mous, Yea, the ſpecia int. 
ment of 60D,” at ſo ſolemn 4 Nine of 4 
he Paſſover in Jeruſalem, where Chriſt 
dur Paſſover was then ſacrificed. | 'þ 
VI. That no human Intereſt or Policy 4 
could oſſibly be in this Diſcovery of the l 
Goſpel; when nothing could have been g 
more viſibly croſs thereto, or obſtructive ho 
| of its Succeſs, than ſuch a publiſhing of ha 
the Death and Sufferings of our Lord, I 7” 
| 7 all the Ignominy and Abaſement I be 
| hich attended the ſame, had there been 
ny way here to conſult carnal Reaſon, 
5 or any other Ground to bear it out than 
the Evidence and Certainty of its Truth, W 
VII. That, herein have all divided Y®: 
parties and Sects, in the Chriſtian World 
been euforced till to meet and conſent, 
9 * in 


54 


* 


inan Acknowledgement of the Subſtance 05. 
thereof. . er n 9 2 
VII. That in the ſame Light which) 
was held forth in the Old Teſtament a- 
bout the Meſſias, did the whole Gentile 
Church enter; and made Claim to their | 3 
Right for being adopted the Seed and | 77 
Children of Abraham, on theſe clear | | 
and expreſs Promiſes given for the ſame 5} | 
which the Jews could not but confeſs te | 
be of divine Authority, . 


Queſt. III. #hat Confirmation is it to. 
the 54 de Faith, that the om of | 
Wl 


the, Meſhas ſhould be deferred for 
thouſand Tears after the Promiſe *? 


Anſw. Tho' the ſovereign Pleaſure: of i 
God ſhould ſilence and ſatisfy our Mind 
herein; yet is there ſuch a Sight to be 
had hereof, and of infinite divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom ſhining ſorth in the ſame, as ſhould 
de moſt confirming for theſe Ends. =— 
I. That there might be a more diſtiga 
repreſenting the Glory of this Myſtery 
to Angels and Men, in ſuch a gradual * 
opening up of the ſame, 1 
II. To put that Weight and high Va- 
lue on his own Promiſe and Teſtimony. i 
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E- 52 E Wende n 
herein, when on the alone Credit there 
of, he would thus both try, and bear 6nt 
the Faith dt his Church, for ſs many 
Ages, and draw forth their Deſires 1 
Longings 3 in all that long Space of Tim 

alter the ſame. 

wo To teſtify the Greatneſs of. bs 

L Wrath againſt Sin, and the Apoſta 

| ate by tuffering the Genera n 

4 — ereof to lie fo long ander its tatal E 
ects. 

.. To prepare the Church for 1 

Eteat a Reception, by all that long pre- 
een Service of legal Inſtitutions, it 
ighly becoming the Greatneſs of this 
Myſtery, to have ſo folemn and won 

5 J an Introduction thereto. 

V. That thus the World mi ght have 
Jie full Trial of the Inſufficiency of na- 
tural Abilities, and of any Improves 
ments of human Wiſdom and Learning, 
for Help; after this had firſt been at the 
urtheft Height, both in Greece and 
Come, befote the alone Redeemer of the 
. Church came. | 


[ 7 
Queſt. IV. What can off 7 fet, 
, Yon tb the World. 47 et os 


* Chriſtiani ty, from tt Nature wad iter nul 
—Y Exc 


1 
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Excellencies ; and | that it is 10 leſs ef | | 
ſentially Good in itſelf, than 'eyidently 
%%% 


- 13 þ Fo . 


" Anfw. I. It is undeniable even to 
thoſe that live at a Diſtance,” that ſuch 4 
is the Truth of Chrift, that tho? all viſi- 
ble and human Props ſhould fail, it cant}, 
ſubſiſt by its own Evidence, and Autho- 
rity over Mens Conſciences ; and hath ! | 4 
thus ever preſerved its Station in the 
worſt of T1mes. +, IS 
IT. That, as it holds forth the moſt ex? 
quifite Rule of Perfection to follow, ſodothi;, Þ 
it bring the greateſt Relief to the Diſtem | | 
pers of the Mind, and thoſe Miſeries} | } 
which attend the human State here; ſo PF | 
that a higher Glory doth thus reſult to i 
the holy GOD, by this Diſpenſation of; ä 
Grace to fallen Man, than if he had ſtood! ' 
in his Primitive State. E © = 
III. That it is ſure the Truth and D | 
&rine of Chriſt, doth natively tend to 
hx Men in a State of Light and Com I 
munion. with GOD, and in a State off 
Separation in their Principles, Affection, 
and Converſation from the World. 
IV. That it doth more brightly nine 
lorth-in Spy and Truth, aud in 
n 
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its in terpal and vital Ads, 92 0 10 any 
ont Ward Form br Show: ' Yea, in the 
Way of Self-denial, Meekneſs, and Po- 
verty of Spirit, goth ſuch an Excellen 
; * x Appear, as in its own Nature, hatha 
ea Difference from the - proud and Ho 
e Spirit of this World, as the % 
307 hath from the Night. _ 
That ſuch Chriſtianity. can bebe 
\ nown, by no naked doctrinal Diſcove the 
of the ſame to Meng Jones; or ſuc ] 
Rules as any human Science is acquired thi: 
by, without an inward Power, and Prin Wieſt 
Fre of a new Life; nor can there eva ¶ boc 
bear r of Divinity, until if 1 
grafted in a divine Heart. So fa Ve 
as this Myſtery above all human Rule ane lat 
Contrivance. or. 
| . VI, That it is ſtated in the greatel ly 
Oppoſition to any falſe Show of Hypo-W - 
\.criſy ; yea, | brings. ſuch Inforce ment .{ 
| | therewith of Candor, and Truth, and oi ws. 
Love, Tenderneſs and Sympathy to , 
1 . vards others, as all muſt ſee, is not om Li 
* 


FP — — — 


Ly the higheft Ornament and PerfeCtiol 
pk our Nature, but the greateſt Blelln] 
o the World that ever was known. 
VII. That ſuch a native Luſtre an 
e doch attend the Truth, i 


"Simpl 
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1 


er re 
itplicity 


he Go! el, — 
—— 95 poſſi Atte de Fe 
(6 teptelent this, than te the de 
Image of a Man to live, or to er Roſs 
Board the vital Scent of a Mrs or Roſs 
to our Senſes, 

VIII. That, in this Way as 9 0 
dels fübduing Men to t n 
thereof, by this Power of inward G 92 
he Glory of Chriſt doth more eminentiy 
hine FOR, than if he had appeared fox 
this End with the greateſt ard Mas: | 
jeſty, and Attendance of Angels to duk. 
bodily Eyes, * ; 2 

IX. That it is viſible, that the be, 
World beſides, that 1 is without the Rebe 
lation of Chriſt, is a Place, where Hoe! a 
or, Falſhood, and 0 do manifefta 
y I teign. a 


Queſt. v. But, how do you receive Mok 
wonderful a Truth, as thut of the Goſpel 
is, when *tis now * great a Diftance of 
Time from its farft wk fn Fear ; 


e 1. That we can be more 2 270 g 
ind perſuaded of the moſt viſible * 1 

preſent Objects of Senſe, than, that 
this is the e * is ſtill 


min 9 
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The confirming. Work © 
ing forth to the World, whereby an 
erable. Company of. all Nations 
8 Languages, have received 
* / the Spirit, and been ſealed ; yea, it hath 
made "that Change upon Men, in turning 
| them from Ungod 4.3 and Idols, to 
Bs the Arias 605, as hath been no 
fs mary lous than the furning of ſo 

1 7 Wolves into Lambs. 

0 410 That it is the fame Goſpel, which 
not only through a Series of 1600 Lean 
135 been atteſted, but by ſuch innume- 
able Witneſſes, who counted not their 
ite dear unto the Death for ſealin 
hereof, and found it ſweet to be offexe! 

up iu the Flames for Chriſt, 
III. Which, in all Ages paſt, hath 
| ſtood out the greateſt Oppoſition that e- 


yer the World made to any Intereſt, 
while the Weapons of its Warfare were 
| Jpiritual, and not carnal ;: and with that 
== that made the Time of the 


| | hurches hotteſt Perſecution from Hex- 
| thens,, the Time alſo of its moſt re- 
+4 markable ſpreading in the World. 
IV. That the ſame Goſpel is revealed 
\ this Day, which hath had ſuch diſcerna- 
le Triumphs and Succeſs, when no et. 
: © ance con be bad for it N. 
there 


* 


| en 
gere was no viſible Power, by 
# phined the moſt ſavage and be Pur 
4 the Earth to kes e e BAER 
Chriſt, and preſer the ef 75 Faith f 
to the Moſt deſireable Objekts of 

"Yea, the Goſpel hath not 1901 

Md ſoch vital Influence on Mens He | 
md Practice, to change it into the fa 
Images but that herein the Doctrine of 
be Craſs of Chriſt, in hs greateſt Si f ; 

leity, hath ſtill been the moſt effectu-— 
l Way of its Conqueſt, and the greateſt 1 
tra. Ive on Mens Souls to receive * — 4 


rl, MOL 13 


Oden. vl. How is # demonſtrable, a 
bh remarkable Sufferings of Times paſt + 
ir the Truth of Chriſt, were both fund. 
don the alone Certainty thereof, aud car- 
ned out hy a divine S above any * 
Rahter Nature: 
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. * = 
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Anfw. That it is ſore, L Here was no 
lmedy, Play, or perſonated Sulterings'l * 
thich the Primitive Chriftians, then, 
Ind in after Times, did endure tor! 
drin; or, that theſe eee * 
Et "and Pains Were Dream, 5a 

lion, PR to > ad of the 
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58 The confirming Work © 
World, and that their Adverſaries di 
thus conflict and wreſtle with their om 
ende in ſo continued and cruel 
Oppoſition. |; 

II. That the Joy and anita 
Spirit, theſe Witnelles had amidſt they 

Torments, (who otherwiſe wanted m 

2nle or Feeling of their Pains and Sul 
ferings,) could Ane no Riſe but what 

rnatural . x 

III. That this could be no poſſible Dib 
1 ſimulation, or Counterfeit, da they [ 
4 


1 
) 

( 
. 


1 


were vp ing into Eternity, nor th 
Product of a diſtempered Judgment; 
whilft all might ſee what Seriouſneſs o 
h 3 Tenderneſs, and Bowels of Com ch: 
paſſion to their Adverſaries they did then 
nene. 
IV. That thoſe greateſt Sufferings wen Ch. 
upon Choice, and Chriſtians haſtened to 
endure them, rather than to be ſafe at 
the Rate of recedin 5 and departing in 
any thing from the Truth. 
| V. Yea, no natural Reaſon, can com- 
0 wehend how ſuch mean and feeble Per: 
| ons, as many of theſe were, ſhould em 
wh dure, what would have made the great 
1 5 lt natural e to 5 as if 5 
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. FF RELIGTON. 99 
Fleſh and Blood muſt needs have here- 
in; ſo that Tam conſtrained to ſee ſome- 
thing no leſs marvellous and ſupernatu- 
tal in the Faith of Martyrs, than in the | 
Faith of Miracles. n N 


4 ** Mk 


» 
. 
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—— 
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dit fully demonſtrable, that the Faith of 

a Deity, and of ſuch an Eſtabhſhment, 
as religious Worſhip, muſt neceſſarily de. 
termine Men, and conflrain them to be | 
Chriſtians, on this Ground, that they cans |. 
wt but ſee how Religion hath not another 
Being in the Earth, but in the Truth of 
Chriſtianity ? Sk Teal 


- Anſw. It is ſimply impoſſible to make\\ i 
arational Trial herein, and not ſee the I 
Certainty of this Demonſtration, to be 
thus clear. | > EET) 
I. That there needs no mote for anx 
4 ſerious Spirit, but to come and fe, MN 
| what Hs. ARES melo 1 4 
was, and if it be e to deny, (even 
| nder any Senſe of the Law, and 700, 
F 
„ 1 
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þ #69 The confirming Fork 
> ; Gates of Nature,) It he ing the higheß 
il Reproach of, Mankind; apd. that th 
) way Myſteries of that. Heatheniſh Won 
\d ip, were ſo horrid and impure, as they i bet 
eeded a Vail from the common View (w 
of the World. Ch 
ö II. Nor can there be a rational Refls Or 


Qtion this Day, on that ſtrange Monſter 
of Mahumetaniſm, but as of a viſible I p, 
Prodigy of the Judgment of GOD, on 
\ theſe Parts of the Earth; upon their * A 
poſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, by gi 


i ving Men up to ſuch an Impoſture, as | ( 


im a Reception, either from the Puri. 7 
of its Rule, or internal Evidence of 
if 7 Truth thereof, or of its having any . 

poſſible Conſiſtence with itſelt. Tt 

; III. That *tis ſure alſo, that the Jeu- g 0 
4 G25 Religion, had never another Being, MW * 
* but in 4 Truth and Faith of Chriſtis Wn, 
I nity, and where this Foundation is di- 
ö vided from, it hath none at all; yes, I ü. 
chat that People, unto this Day, are ſuch 

2 confirming, Witneſs to the Chriſtian 
"\ Religion as tis ſtrange: this doth ; not 5 
2 * r. Impretlions on Mens ph 1 
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of RELIGION. 61 
ſity; we muſt either forego the Uſe of 
Reaſon, or ſee, if there be not ſuch a 
Rule given and revealed for Commerce| 
betwixt God and Man, as the Scripture, | 
(where the Laws and Conſtitutions of the || | 
Chriſtian Faith, are for this End held 
forth) that tis then ſure, there is no 
ſuch Thing, as any Religion in the 
Earth, but what were ſo highly whe.) [1 
ral and abſurd, as ſhould rather juſtify 
Atheiſm. ” 


\ Queſt. II 7/hat ſpecial Confirmation t6 
Chriſtianity, can this viſible State of the 
Jews bear, who are in ſo expreſs an Op- 


poſition to the Goſpel of Chriſt 


J 


. 
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Anſw. Ir this were brought near our ANF 
Thoughts, we ſhould find it one of the 
great Atliftances to our Faith, _ "> 

I THAT *tis ſure, there is ſuch ag 
Mot and Race, as a living and vilible 
Evidence to our Senſe, of the Truth o 
that renowned Nation, and Church of 
l[rael,. to which the Oracles of God were 
omMmitted; and thus is ſtill, as ſome 
Fart of the evident Ruins of that oncg 
louriſhing State. es 7's 
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I. Tx at the World may ſee; ſlick 
Ne ople kept by themſelves, and not 


ixed with the Nations, whoſe Fathers 

| om one Generation to another, did Ril 
| own. the Divinity of the Old Teſtament, 
and doth atteſt that Doctrine, in which 
the Truth and Subſtance of Chriſtianity 
Ales, even whilft with greateſt Malis 
th ney oppoſe the Chriftian Faith, to wit 
| | that there can be no poſhble Col. 
L luſion and Deceit here. 

III. Turin being under Stroke of 
(| that judicial en oh and Blindneſs of 
MInd, as no Reason could poſfibly com- 
F \ prehend ſuch a Thing, how they ſhouli 
not ſee the Light in the very Noon day 
i | of the Goſpel, if, we were not expreſly 
foretold, that they Mould — 
i under ſuch an Arreſt of Judgment un- 
til the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be brougfit 
— in, 


IV. TRAr ſo. immediate an A 
ance of GOD, is in the Judgment of "that 
People, both in the Manner and Conti 
muance thereof, as no Inſtance could e- 
ver be found to reſemble the ſame, ſince 
Man was formed in the Earth; and is asa 
4 conſpicuous Monument of divine Wrath; 
| B 2 28 OE IM and me 8 a, 
8 — a ur 
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ff RELIGION. 63 | 
2 to turn aſide and conſider thiꝭ NN 
3 and enquire What means 16 
Lange and amazing a Thing, as the State 
of the ſcattered 757 1 is, now under the 
Times of the Goſpel. AJ 

V. TaAarT this Deſolation on them, 
1 ty had fuch ſpecial concurring | 
Gireamſtances for 275 n thereto 
being not above y eight Years, af? | 
er the Death el Chrilt with their Hands, | 
Ait were, hot and recking with A 
Blood, which they had wiſhed on them, 
» of MW ud their Children ; that it ſhould be at 1&1 

hat Time of the paſſover, which wass 
he very ſame of the Sufferings of our, | 1 
lefled Lord there, and poiuting, —_— | 1 
he Finger, at the fame as allo 85 4 
Romans, "whoſe Intereſt. in their — g | 
nion to Chriſt, they pretended t to LO 1 


Queſt. III. I the Way and Manner of 7 | 
Nt 
| 


be Goſpels Promulgation ſuch, as 10 7 
Anſw. Ir is « undeniable, that nd, Jay ” 


ber Profe e, 70x could ever pretend to, and 
reſt elſe was ever in ſuch a Way pro» 


obere all may ſee, there,can be no: 2 
Ws and kt he exceed. all " Dates 


aun Intereſt - Contrivance in the Ji 1008 
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64 De confirming Mori Mts 
Underſtanding, how the Truth of Chi 
tine could in this Manner prevail. 
I. Io perſuade Men, without any Mo. 1 
tives, or Indacements from this preſent 
World, to embrace a Doctrine ſo wholly 
repugnant to Nature; yea, to prefer an 
Intereſt of Things not ſeen, and which 
zone ever in the Earth ſaw, to the moſt 111 
eſirable Objects of Senſe, ' 
M. I. To admit no implicite Reception W's 
from any, but on their exacteſt Enquiry 
and Trial herein; or, in another Way; 
aim an Intereſt in Mens Affection 
ut by a full Aſſent of their Light and 
udgment to the ſame. 1 du 
III. To admit no Gratification to the 
moſt predominant Deſires and-Inclins 
tions of Men towards any darling Sin; 
which, according to human Wiſdom; 
\would be judged of an abſolute Neceſlity 
or gaining any Acceptance with ſuch; 
yea, to give no partial Reſpect to'thegre- Wl -- 
eſt Princes more than to the meaneſt. gr 
1, IV. To Purſue its Intereſt, by f. 
plain a Diſcovery of the Death, and Suk * 
ferings of our bleſſed Loxp, with the 8 
whole Ignominy thereof, when -nothang 
uld more evidently controul ſuch al " 
nd, by any Rules of human Wiſdog T 
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iel if there had been conſulting ulting P/ 

And Blood herein. 

2 perky tis ſure, there could 1 | | 
| 


Deſign, without an immediate divine 
Power, in ſach a Manner to plead the | 
Intereft of Chriſtianity with Men, 4 119 
inſerting AMiaion, and the Croſs in the FY 
firſt Entry, us eſſential to the Profeſſion 

thereof; afid holding forth the Neceſſity 
F taking on the Yoke of CnRIS T, withe | 
out which none can be his Pilciples. 1 


| 'Quieft. Iv. But wherein doth the Evi. 
dence of that great "Demonſtration of the 
Goſpel, moſt clearly appear, in the Lors 
Unity of Grita Aa them lh et 2M 
which We 1 Chrift doth fo "Bees reſt 5 
for this End, that the . 9515 mi ike | How, |} 
md have' ſuch a viſible Seal of bis ag, 
Miſfron 3 ? Jobn Ii. 21. 3 


An fe "Tar ia oe ile ted 1 
WI firation 'may be thus evident to al. 
I. TBA tis ſo wes demouſtra- 
five of the Purity of our Religion, which Wl 
@n admit of no Bitterneſs Strife, Re- 
crimination, or ſuch Indecencies of 1TH 
Heat and Baffion which are the Fat: 
Effects of Diſcord in the Churchz E 14 
i 0s .Y 
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„% The confirming mort 
tbus lets us ſee the Excellency: of the i . 
| D Spirit and Rule of the Goſpel. t 
A II. TAT, thus alſo we may know m. 
| the Power and Efficacy of the Truth WW wi 


don Mens Hearts, in ſubduing ; theſe Gl 
iſtempers of the Mind and Judgment. m. 
III. TRA this doth fo ſpecially tend U. 
Ito make Religion lovely, and to draw Wl 9% 
[| forth Matter of Praiſe and Bleſſing to Ml 5p 
| {GOD from the World, when they fee I de. 
| ſuch a native Effect of Chriſtianity a Wl e 
| this, to make thoſe who profeſs the ſame 0 
'Y E Manner ſhine forth in Tender Ce 
7! neſs, Humility, and brotherly Love, fo 
chat they become as a public Good and Ill 
Bleſſing to Mankind in the Places they A 
re in. WK CY 50 
IV. Ta1s appears alſo from the Na i * 
ture of that Union in the Church of Il 5: 
Chriſt, and amongſt his Followers, W'. 
which only a divine Power could both 
frame and make effectual; and 'tis ſure, 


P which is according to Godlineſs 


| 


that no human Society or Conſtitution, © 5 
Pould ever claim ſuch an Unity therein Wi 
Is this is; where not only Perſons of all W'% 


Nations and Languages, and Fl. all 

| aditions, both high and low,. ut ol 
the moſt different Intereſts, 1 
© 8 ; ; | 9 # an 


, 
_ - 
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and {dividing Circumſtances: in ge | 
Things, do yet in ſo marvellous an Harz | 
mony, meet in the Body of Chriſt, 

which is his Church here in 1 * Earth. 

V. BEC Aus RE, herein alſo doth the 

Glory and Honour of our bleſſed Head, 

more eminent]: appear in ſecuring this 

Unity of his Church, under'a Diverſing 

of Light and Judgment otherwiſe, by a 

Spirit of Love, Meekneſs, andCondeſcens 
Lence among his People; than by im- 
bpoſing the moſt —— and abſolute Uni- 
ormity in all Things, to be the alone 

Condition of Chriſtian Communion. + 1: 


BW Queſt. v. But what Strength and Ev 
WW vidence. doth this Demonſtration of the 
Goſpel, now bear in ſo divided a State 7 
Religion, and .when the Wounds an 
Breaches of. the Church this SIE are like | LY 
0. bleed a Death * iti. ; 1 


Grief, yet is there none for darkening 
de Truth of this Demunſumtien on ber 1 
rounds. Yieics > 6}1 66 
L That none can feb the Perleion k 

F 19h 1. 70 of wan 0 is K i 
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88 The \confirming Work © 

the Followers of Chriſt on the Earth. ' | 
1. That nv Oppoſition is made there 
to, but what hath been foretold, as one 
ol the greateſt Trials of the Church un. mo 

er the New Teſtament, and the Spirit I 

GOD doth moſt expreſly point at in f 
ele latter Times. f 
III. Beoauſe the fartheſt Oppoſition i ** 
thereto, can be no more Cauſe for an 
to tumble, or queſtion the Truth of this 
Demonſtration, than whether there is a 1 
il, whoſe greateſt Deſign hath ever I be. 
n to divide and break Chriſtians a- fl 
nongſt themſelves. as ht 7.7 * 
IV. Becauſe this Union, which is I dh 
\ chiefly myſtical and inviſible, is much I © 
greater often, than what this Way may 


| of Place, or any want of local Com- 
— munion. | | 

V. That ſuch a Guard is ſet by the 
Lord, unto this Piece of his Glory, to 
ſoppoſe any Invaſion thereon, that there 
{ſtands an Angel with a flaming Sword, 
bu every Hand in the Commands and 
| hreatnings of the'Goſpel, to ſecure thi th 
©: Þlefled Unity of the Saints among thy 
3 N * : , *- : ves, 
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wives, To xs none can invade the ſame, | 
but on their higheſt Peril, of o ſing | 
that which 1g as the Apple of Chriſt's E | 

VI. That 'tis ever found, that this L 4 
nonſtration hath ſome clear Evidence - I 
mongſt ſuch; who'are indeed the Diſci- 
ples of "Chriſt, and, according to their 
Advance in the Life, and Power of Chris 
tianity, doth the more brightly "ſhine 
forth ; ſo that the nearer the Lines are to 
the Centre, the erer allo ue they & 
mong themſelves. 

VII That, in all Times, there wed 
been ſome tremendous Mark of % 

4. 


judgment of God, made viſible on ſue 
9 are contentious, and have made 1 
their Work to cauſe Diviſion in the 
Church, and ſow Dien amongſt * | 


ren. 


now in theſe latter Days to compenſate, 
and make up the Want 'of that great De- 
monſtration by Miracles, and ſuch ' extra-'\ 
ordinary Confirmations of the Chriftian 1 
F aith, as were in the firſt Times? 1 


Anu, L We may hereby 80 1 that ; 
the e n + opal came 10 Mi 
IST 4 the 


| Queſt, VI. But what hath the E] 
| 


tr A due. Work 
the Room of Miracles to the 
hath exceeded that which Was in the 
Times of the Go 
II. That there have been ſinoe fach in. 
numerable ſhining Examples of Holi, 
nefs, yea, theſe continued to this Day, 
wham the World might ſee, did walk in 
ze Light and Power of Chriſtianity, as 
e as Men walk under the Power and 
L Yartueof a living Soul. 
Ns. That we now ſee what: Length 


* 


e Courſe of the Goſpel, and of the 
Church Militant is come, and ho far 
the Times of the Gentiles are ful- 
led, Which once was Wee all 
man Appea rance. 

„AV. That do ſure and exact a Performs 

Pas of the Scripture, is now undenig- 
ble in the Event, and of ſuch great and 
marvellous Things, which were © foretoll 
under the New Teſtament, that in an or- 
dinary Way none could have believed, 
what- we fee. with our Eyes; and n 
«have theſe Thing 5 hich were in former 

es the Object of the Churches Faith Faith, 

en Mac he Object of our Senſe; and 
is lure, this is fuch a Seal and Confir- 
| mation to out Faith, ia theſe laſt Times, 
— wank #20006. * m_ —_ 
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des, which wwere in the firſt Pranting ef oY 


the Goſpel. 8 8 
V. Tho? we may not reſolve our Faith 
en any extraordinary Providences, or 
lay the leaſt Weight hereon to ſuppert 
the Authority of the Dodrine we pro- 
ſels, (ned, this only 1s founded on that” 
ered Revelation of divine Truth in the 
&ripture, which is the infallible Rule te 
diſcern true Miracles, and what is Gods 
ſeal herein, under the undoubted Signas> 
ture; and Stamp of his own Power, and 

vorking in the ſame;) yet hath there 
teen fuch incontroulable Evidence of 

extraordinary Signs and Confirmatio 
v confirm the Truth of the Reform 'Y 
Religion, ſince the Reformation, as in 
10 Ages paſt was ever known, but with - 
tle firſt planting of the'-Goſpel among 
te Gentiles. e 
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it clear and demonſtrable, that the Ds k ; E 
ctrine of Chriſt, zs 4 Soul- quicken 9 


ing and experimental Religion, and ttb 
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Truths, of ſuch rational C pages and 
 vidence, that the World can no more den 
r queſtion the ſame, than thoſe Exper 
ments of Nature. that are * We un: 


Snort Uſe ? 


Auf. Tho Men locked but at a Di 
ſtance here, or were come from Heathe 
niſm, ſo far as to make a ſerious Tril 

olf Chriſtianity, 'tis ſnre, they could nd 
but ſee, and be fully perſuaded in thei 
Judgment hereof on theſe Grounds. 
I. That a Diſcovery is undoubted and 
clear in the Scripture of ſo great Thing 
as, that there is a Holy Ghoſt, and ther: 
© be his Workingson Mens Souls, of Peac: 
with God, and the Joy of his Preſence, 
| which all who receive the Goſpel ar: 
called to know and prove on their owt 
Trial. 

x II. That this Witneſs of Chriſtian 


Experience, hath as diſcernable a Cor: 
ſent and Harmony therewith, as Fact 
anſwereth to Face in the Glaſs, and 1s 
clear to be no caſual Thing, but ever} 
| Step in this Way of Trial, is by Scrips 
4 * Len, and what Chrihians did be- 


fol 


Trial there, in its moſt ,, ſupernatur 


"of RELIGION. 3 | 
fore read there, they know it now by | 


Feelings on their own Souls. 

III. That ' this, in all Ages of the 
Church, and wherever ſuch as ſerved * 
God in the Spirit, were fonnd in the moſt 
remote Parts from others, hath ſtill been 
the ſame; and, like a great Roll, 1s ſent 
down trom one Generation to another, 

with their confirmatory Seal, that GOD 
i faithful and true, in thoſe Truths of 
his Word, which ſeem moſt incredible 
to the World, and now come to our 
Hand, to require the ſame Atteſtation 
and Witneſs. 7 
IV. That they who know and teſtify 
theſe Things, ſometimes found it not i 
caly to believe the ſame, and did no leſs 
judge of ſuch great Experiments of Reli- 
gion, as a Dream or imaginary Thing, 
than moſt now do, until they knew 
them by Experience on their Sun. 
V. That ſuch alſo have been the molt Mt 
burning and ſhining Lights that ever 
were in the Church, and theſe innume- 
rable in all Ages declare the ſame; and 
that in the Mouth of the Grave, and 


Entrance to an eternal State, when no 
outward Intereſt could ſway them | 
hereto, ow , +8 4 
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F Reality of its Effects doth  unanfwers 


as Converſion of Men from-a State of 


doth raiſe them, as far above the Reſidue 


F 74 The confirming Work 
VI. That it muſt be a Matter of 
greateſt Aſſurance, which hath then 
preſſed the moſt tender Parents, with 
their laſt and dying Breath, to commend 
the ſame Trial to their Children, and to 
charge their being earneſt herein, as the 
greateſt Intereſt they could leave them, 
VII. That whatever Differences be oft 
among theſe in ſome Matters of Truth: 
Yet, in the Certainty of this great Trial 
of the Life, Power, and. Comforts of 
Religion, there is an harmonious One 
neſs in the ſame Teſtimony in all Times 
of the Church. | ' 
VIII. That if any queſtion this, be- 
' cauſe ſo remote from Mens Senſes, and 
the Judgment of carnal Reaſon; the 


8 * 
a 
\ . 


bly prove, both the Reality and Excel- 
lency of the Cauſe, £58 


| Queſt. II. Fhat clear and rational Con-- 
vicion can you offer, of ſo great a Thing, 


© Nature, to a new State by Grace, which 


of Mankind, as Reaſon doth aboye the 
State of the Beaſts? | 


Auf, 


F RELIGION. 75 1 
Anſw.'Tho'IT ſhould ftrive againſt the 
Conviction of ſuch a Miracle, and De- 
monſtrat ion of the Goſpel, as Converſi- 
n is, yet were it not poſhble to deny. 
ach demonſtrative Evidences as the 
Vorld hath hereof, Pere 
I. That it is fare, ſuch a Change is 
nade eflentially requiſite to the Be- 
1g, and Conſtitution of a Chriſtian, by 
te whole Conſent of the Scripture... 
IT. That there was never, yet an Ar- 
ment in Nature, for one's being a 
hriſt ian in the Life and Power thereof; 
hatever may be for a naked Form or 
WW. 7 
III. That they are not a few, but in- 
merable Inſtances in all Times, and 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men, on 
hom ſo great a Change and Difference, 
th been made thus evident, both from 
emſelves, what once they were, and 
m the Reſidue of the World. 

IV. That this hath been, not only up- 
u ſuch as have been ſignally impious in 
eir Practice, but who in their us, 
ent were wont to deride Holineſs as a 


ncy; ſo as Atheiſts muſt grant that 
ere have been as profeſt Atheiſts ſomes 
nes as themſelves, who have been 
: G2 made 
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made ſuch conſpicuous Monuments of 10 | 
the Power of the Goſpel. _ 16 
V. That none can object here, as once 10 
the Jes did, Do any of the Rulers, or h 
ſuch as the World counts moſt wiſe and 10 
knowing, ſtand Witneſſes to the ſame? M 
when it is ſo known, that there have not the 
been more wiſe, learned, and judicious, M** 
in the Things of Reaſon upon the Earth, ( 
than ſuch as have been eminent Exam- 
ples of the power of Converſion. 
VI. That its marvellous Effects in ſub WW g., 
duing Men, from what once was the * 
predominant Intereſt and Idol, and to 
part from what had been as their Right- 
eye or Hand, could only be from an im- 

F mediate divine Power. 

| VII. That ſuch as were greateſt Ad- 


verlaries to the Truth, have been made 
no leis eminent Inſtruments in the Ser- 


| $4 of Chriſt, and choice Veſlels of Ho- 
F' Nour, than once they were in their En- 
mity and Oppoſition. | 
„VIII. That this Change hath been dil 
0 cernable in Times of moſt viſiblePerſect 


| tions and Hazard, when no outward Ad 


Jvantage or Gain could have the leaſt I 
fflaence thereon, Now, as theſe are d 
monſtaably clear, ſo can there by | 


Poſſib 


% 
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joſſible Ground to queſtion this. 1. That 
the Scripture is faithful and true in ſo 
great a Diſcovery, 2. That there is a 
livine Spirit, and a Power above Nature, 
which accompanies the ſame in ſuch a 
Change. 3. That there are ſurely, con- 
trary States in another World, when 
they are ſo undeniably manifeſt here. 


Queſt, III. But can ſo great au Expe- 
ment of Rehgion, as that of Communi- 
on betwixt God and Men, here upon 
Earth, be made rationally convincing to 
ſuch, as are themſelves Strangers -there- 
%; and for a further confirming of the 
lbriſtian Faith? | 2's 


Anfw. Tho' this be an Experiment of 
divine Truth, of a more tranſcendent * 
Intereſt and Value, than all that ever 
vere in Nature, yet it is no leſs evident, 
and there can be no poſſible Deluſion 
berein, if, $7 

1. Tis that to which fo innnmerable- 
MW Company, bears Teſtimony, and hath 
Jet down the ſame, as that which not 
once or twice they have approved, but 
in the continued Trial of their Liſe. 
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| II. That 'tis known to the World 
| that ſuch as teſtify what they do, and 
have ſo oft found in the Retirement d 
their Souls with GOD, are of as diſcery 
ing Spirits, to know the true Value d 
Things, as any elſe; yea, ſuch whose 
Teſtimony in other Things, the wor 

of Men could not refuſe nor deny. 
III. That 'tis undeniably evident, 
ſuch muſt have another Acquaintance 
and Society than that of Men; which, 
not only makes theſe hidden Er- 
erciſes of Godlineſs ſo deſireable, (where 
all may ſee they more flee than follow 
any human Witneſs,) but alſo makes ſo 
viſible a Change, both in their Caſe and 
Countenance, after moſt ſad Anguilh 

and Down-caſtings of Spirit. 
IV. That it is ſo evident alſo, how 
ſuch as are moſt ſerious this Way, have 
been vilibly oft raiſed above their ord- 
- - nary Caſe, and Frame in Prayer, and o- 
ther Duties of Religion; yea, in that 
Manner, as they who never knew there 
is a Holy Ghoſt, but by Report, could 
not withſtand ſo clear Conviction of the 
- Reality hereof; that can beget ſuch Li 
berty, humble Tenderneſs, and melting 
ES 2 a 0 
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of Heart, yea, ſuch diſcernable Joy and 
Confidence. 1 „ 


* 
i | 


V. That no Deluſion or falſe Shew 4 
an be here, when tis ever ſeen, that 


{ach as are moſt ſerious and frequent in 
Prayer, and theſe hid Retirements with 
GOD, are the moſt flouriſhing alſo in 
the Vitals of Chriſtianity, and have the 
moſt honourable Luſtre and Appearance 
of any in their Profeſſion. 

VI. That tis ſuch only, whoſe Joy 
and Comfort is moſt ſpecially diſcerna- 
dle beyond others, when theſe” lower 
Springs of outward Hel gone Encourages 
ment are moſt viſibly ſhut up. 


Queſt. IV. 1s that great and experi» 
mental Part of Religion, in the Power of 
the Conſcience over Man, ſuch as maybe © 
as demonſtrable to the World, as the 
Truth of a rational Being?! | 


Anſw. It may be matter of Wonder, 


that Men are not ſtruck with deeper 


Convictions hereon, when they cannot | 
but ſee, 1 


I. That tho! this be the greate Tor- 
menter and Troubler of the World, yet 
1s there no poſſible Retreat from its 
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Power, 
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power, tho Men ſhould flee to the u. 


termoſt Parts of the Earth, but doth it 


” enforce the Soul to a Reflection on itſelf, 
ö even when it trembleth at that Sight, 
II. That it cauſeth great Fear and 


3 3 upon the Commitment of ſecret 


Sins, when no Dread of human Witneſs, 
or of viſible Hazard this Way could OCs 
caſion it. 
III. That it admits no Violence i in any 
, to. out-dare the ſame, but is a Power 
that the greateſt Monarchs find to be 
ſtronger than they; and is ſuch; that 
theſe oft are enforced for preſent Eaſe 
and Relief, either to divert, or bribe the 
_ by ſome falſe Grounds of Peace, 
. hat it conſtrains Men to juſtify 
| 60D. and judge themſelves, (when his 
| Hand doth purſue them, ) and to find out 
= Sin, and Guilt; which was before 
hi 
V. That it makes Men alſo afraid to 
be alone with themſelves; and to trem- 
ble at the Word of Truth, becauſe its 


Z Light doth torment them, by that una- 


voidable Application which Conſcience 


makes hereof. 


VI. Vea, it makes Mens Guilt ſo le+ 


. gible oft in their Countenance, (even 
when 


8 4 


F RELIGION, 871 
when they ſtudy moſt to conceal it,) that 
all may ſee there is an Accufer within, 
whoſe Authority and Power cannot poſs 
ſibly be declined. 'Y 

VIE That with ſo remarkable a Con- 
fidence and Security, it doth ſupport J 
Mens Spirit, and makes it eaſy to ſuſ- 
tain its greateſt Infirmities from without, 
when it is a Friend; yea, and upholds 
the oppreſt, with unſpeakable Peace and 
Comfort, when it doth oft cauſe the Op- 
preſſor to tremble. bee 


Queſt. V. But what doth moſt neceſſa- 
rily reſult from ſo clear a Demonſtration, ©: 
os the Conſcience is, for confirming of - 
our Faith? .. 


Anſw. I. That 'tis infallibly thus 
clear, that there is a higher Power and 
Judgment, to which all Mankind is ſub» 3 
jected, and gives the World an unavoid- 
able Demonſtration, both of the Being 
of GOD, and of the Truth of his Word, 
in the great and ſupernatural Diſcovery 
which it makes hereof. - »- 
II. That there is a ſupreme and infals 
lible Law alſo, and inviſible Judge a- 
bove us, under whoſe Power and Autho- 
- —_—_ xyx 


| 3... 


SK 
* 


= 
by OTE 


«KA "The whe” Work 

: rity this Court of Juſtice, doth, with 
out reſpe& of Perſons, both ſummon 
arreſt, bring in witneſs, and ſentence 
great and ſmall. 

III That the internal Govern ment of 
dur bleſſed Lord, this Way, (both in the 
Severity of his Rebukes, and moſt fen- 
ſible Enlargements of Peace and Com 
tort,) is unavoidably demonſtrated, 
IV. That it bears ſo clear Evidence to 
unknown -and undoubted Relief; and 
none elſe could be ever found, for theſe 
Wounds and Stings of the Conſcience, A 
but in the Light and Power of Chriſtia oth 
nity. Wa. 

V. That it is fi mply n tab for Wim 
f Men to delight freely in a Courſe of Sin, Wop 
when no human Power can diſarm the up 
Conſcience of that ſo intolerable a Sting, Men: 
by which it begins ſo early a Hell with- I. 
in the Soul. ev 
VI. That, ſuch is the Power and. Peace Wifi; 
of a good Conſcience, as can make it Wc 
ſtand unbroken, amidſt the greateſt Nan 
Ruins and Terrors of the World, when WW 11 
under ſuch a Guard as that. of : its own Will 


. Innocency. e e . 
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; QuzsT10N 1. e 

S the Evidence of a Kingdom of Dark- 

| neſs, in a direct Oppoſition and Con- 
rariety to that Kingdom of Light, which 
;briſt hath ſet up by the Goſpel, ſuch as 
be Certainty thereof may be a Matter of 
enſe, as well as of Faith? 


Anfw. That is of ſuch ſpecial Ule, 
oth to confirm the Chriſtian Faith, and 
wake ſuch to deeper Reflection on the 
me, with whom there ſeems no Ho 
prevail, but by Proofs from ot ny e 
tpericnce; and it is not pothble to 
eny, | 7 8 

I. That there is ſuch a Power, as the \\ 
evil and thoſe wicked Spirits encoms '\ | I 
fling the Earth, yea, that they have l 
ordinary and familiar Converſe wath | 
any therein. 1 
II. That theſe Spirits, tho' once origi- - 
ly excellent, have fallen into ſuch an 
poſtacy, as all may ſee their Aim and 


N 


ily Pleaſure, is to diſhonour GOD, and i 
7 | a 2 5 5 1 * 


oy his Image in Man. 1 
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| III. That it is impoſſible to deny the 
Marks of that Power and Conqueſ, 
which the Prince of this World hath eye 
ry where amongſt Men; yea, how viſ⸗ 
bly many are transformed into his |- 
| mage, by ſuch prodigious and deſperat 
Ads of Wickedneſs, as we ſhould think 
human Nature could not but tremble at 
IV. That none can queſtion the Cer. 
tainty, both of Senſe and Reaſon, which 
is in the Truth of Apparitions, and bo 
dily Poſſeſſions of Men in all Ages, an 
in all tlaces of the Earth; and can nee 
no Demonſtration for this, that in man 
Places of the Earth, the Devil is bol 

viſibly and audibly known. 

V. That he is fo manifeſt in his 4 
- pearance, as a Spirit of Blaſphemy 
which impetuouſly acts Men to war! 
inſt Heaven with their Tongue, 1 
uch Oaths and Curſing, as have no ſen 
ſual Pleaſure, or . z Yea, as 
Spirit of Deluſion, in fo viſible an Et 
citement of others to ſuch Extravagi 
_ cies, under a Shew of Religion, as at 
inconſiſtent with any Uſe of Judgmel 
or Reaſon. . 8 ; 
VI. That ſo innumerable a Com pan 
of human Race, hath in all Ages, bee ue 
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ef RELIGION. 85 
in a formal, and expreſs Covenant with 
theſe Powers of Darknefs, is undeniable, 4 
pon the moſt ſevere-and impartial En» - 
quiry herein. 13 7 1 | 


Queſt. II. What ſpecial Aſſiſtance to 
yur Faith, doth the ainty of theſe 
Powers of Darkneſs bring therewith ? 


Anſw, I. It is plain, that ſuch a Party, 
both in their Nature and continued At 
ings, are in a ſtated Oppofition to the 
Kingdom of Chrift, - | 4 

II. It is viſible, that the Prey, which 
theſe mighty Hunters do follow after; is 
not our Body, or the Things of this Life, 
but it is the immortal Soul and future 
State, that Man might be made Sharer 
of the ſame Miſery, under which they 
gre concluded, | |: 

III. All may fee their being under 
WM Reſtraint of a ſupreme Power above 
1 them, and under ſuch Chains, as do ir- 
reſiſtibly bound their Rage and Enmity 4 
againſt Man, by an inviſible Guard and 
Hedge, which they cannot break over. 
IV. Their greateſt Rage, and Strug-" 
iſ ging, is againſt the Converſion of Sin 
vers to GOD, and to hold faſt this PH 
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86 . The confirming Work 
ſeſſion in ſuch, as the Spirit of Gol 


- doth not more clearly move for their Int 


Help, hath ever made Way for ſome 


fFirmation given of an inviſible World 


Reſcue, than thoſe do to croſs that ble(M ta 
ſed Deſign of the Goſpel. 
V. There are none that are ſerious nil © « 
the Truth and Life of Religion, but find 
themſelves purſued by ſuch an Adverſz 
ry; and have as diſcernably another 
Party than themſelves, or the World to 
conflict with, as if they ſaw them in: 
viſible Shape. | 
VI. That, by the Goſpel, and within 
the Precinct of the Church, there is dif 
cernably a much greater Reſtraint of $x 
tan's Dominion and Power, than in al 
the Earth beſides; yea, that the Advan 
tage of being within the external Cove 
nant ot Baptiſm, is fo demonſtrable, 
that the leaſt yielding or Tendency to 
renouncing of the ſame, or any Ad 
of Homage, for making Uſe of hs 


more extraordinary Power of the Devi 
over ſuch than others. 
VII. Thus is a moſt undeniable Con 


and of ſuch intellectual Beings there, a 
are far above Man; yea, and it is plain, 
that there is an Intercourſe betwixt go” 
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and Spirits, ſuch may clearly ſhew the 
Intereſt that Man's Soul hath in another 
State and World than this. a 


Queſt, III. Is that great Truth of the” 7 
Immortality of the Soul, and its never 
lying State after Death, as fully demon- 
trable to Reaſon, as it is by the furtheſt 
Gertaimty of Faith? — 


Anſw. Tho it be fo amazing a 1 
to believe an immortal Soul, and eterna 
State, wherein it muſt ſhortly enter, as 
by few ſeems to be apprehended, yet are 
ts demonſtrative Evidences ſuch, that 
except Men loſe all Senſe and Uſe of 
Reafon, it is not poſſible to deny, 3 
I. That there is ſuch an immaterial and 
tive Subſtance, as the Soul, which can 
admit of no Cauſe, either of its Decay ox 
Diſſolution from the Body; yea, that 
the greateſt Excellency of this viſible 
Creation, is here, that ſuch a vital Beam 
F Life, Light, and Immortality, as the 
Soul of Man is therein. {158 % 
II. Tho' we cannot ſee this rare and 
wonderful Being, yet we fully perceive "8 
it to be ſomething diſtin& from the Body, 
$.- Ti 10:20:50 H 2 R fs and 
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and to have a diſtinct Intereſt, both in 


on the Body in its Being, which doth 
|, noway depend thereon in its Actings and 


- Moſt ſeparate and abſtract from ſenſible 


- - greateſt Decay, and near its Diſſolution 
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its Griefs and Comforts. 
III. That it can have no Dependence 


Exerciſe; but is oft moſt vigorous and 
clear, in its Exerciſe, not only, when 


Things, but when the Fleſh is under the 


to ſhew the Soul lieth not a dyipg with 
the Body, but hath its diſtin& Subſiſt- 
- in to live in a ſeparate State when it 
1es | 

IV. Its being peculiarly framed for 
Converſe, and Intercourſe with ſpiritual 
Beings, yea, its being the only Part of f. 
the viſible Creation admitted to Fellow- U 
ſhip with the inviſible GO, and to have Bl 


-Teflex Acts upon itſelf. 


V. It is a Being of a higher Nature I * 
and Value, than the Sun, Moon, and de 
Stars ; which not only can know, and . 


- conceive of Things above the Evidence hi 


and Impreſſions of Senſe, but makes a 
rational Choice of Good, (tho* croſs to Ill D 


any ſenſual Pleaſure;) yea, to rejoice, I 
and have its proper Delights, when the Ill tc 
| Body is afflicted and in pain; nor can 1 N 


4 ; 
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be defiled from the moſt loathſome Sores: 
and Defilements of the Fleſh, ſo as we 


muſt needs ſee, both its Dominion and | 


Preheminence over the Body, and have 


;Guredly a Subſiſtence without the ſame, 
VI. It is ſuch a Being, as is capable 


of a Happineſs beyond the whole Extent 
of the World, and hath theſe intellectu- 


al Faculties, which cannot poſſibly want, 
both Objecls ſuitable thereto, and En-_ 3 


joyments above the Senſes. 


VII. The moſt choice and excellent, ; } 
re uſually moſt afflited, and cruſhed 3 


under the Feet of their Oppreſlors, 
whilft the vileſt flouriſh in the Earth, 
and have no Bands in their Death, ſo that 
ſuch were of all Men the moſt miſera- 


ble, if in this Life both their Being and 


Bleſſedneſs were terminate. 


VIII. That there is ſo univerſal a 4 
Senſe of Immortality, that they who. 
both fear and hate the Evidences hereof, +. 


yet under ſome Conſtraint of Reaſon, 
have the ſame for a continued Terror. 


IX. That it is ſure the Certainty of 4 
Death makes it ſimply impoſſible, for 


Things only ſuited to this Life of Senſe, 
to be the ultimate Good, or Fruition of 
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Man; ſince elſe the Beaſts ſnould have a 
N . greater 
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greater Happineſs than ſuch, if it wen 


State. 


—. 


enſes and Strokes of Death, which many 
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not for Reſpe& to an after and immortal 


7 
| _* Wall, 

Queſt. IV. What Confirmation to your the 

Faith, does that great und amazing Wits 
Change by Death offer, when it woull ſuc 
ſeem to be ſomething merely natural ? * 
Anſu. Tho' the only wiſe God move; Ml Va 
herein, according to the Nature of ſe. Iii 
cond Cauſes, and it hath various Way: WW trac 
bol. Approach unto Men; yet may all ſe: Iſ the 
with the furtheſt Conviction of rational Ill ble 
Evidence, as well as Certainty of Faith, 
I. That Death in its firſt Conſtitution ¶ ito! 
is Penal; and comes by a divine Ap- Wo. 
ointment unto all, not merely as Men, I fi 

but as Sinners; and to be no natural Ac- Pe. 
cident and Reſult of our primitive and in 
original Frame. : ma 
II. That tis Death, as a Penalty, WW al 
which keeps the, Fear and Dread there- I un 
of ſo much onall living, it being in MY! 
that laſt Period, that the eternal State of I vo! 
Mien is decided. WE le; 
III. That the Sting and Bitterneſs . 
Sin, is ſo manifeſt in innumerable Di- ſux 
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{eel an hundred Times ere they die once, 
beyond any other of the Creatures. 
IV. Tho' the Sentence of dying is on 
all, yet ſo great a Difference is betwixt 
the Saints and Reſidue of Men here, that 
its penal Execution on the ungodly, is 
ſuch as Nature can give no Support un- 
der it. | 
V. That ſupernatural Preſages ant 
Warnings hereof, ere it come, are 1n all „ 
Times —.—— and ſure; yea, ſuch ex- 
traordinary Evidences are fometimes of 
the preciſe Time, as could have no poſſi» Þ? 
ble Riſe from any natural Cauſe, 
VI. That its immediate Commiſſion #4 
from a ſupreme and inviſible Power, is 
evident, in ſuch Executions oft, of 
this Sentence, by Sword, Famine, and 
Peſtilence, as the viſible Finger of God, 
in a juſt Retribution unto Men for Sin, 
may be no leſs ſeen, and a ſupernatu- 
al Caſuality, than the Effects have been 
undoubted and clear; to ſhew, that ſuch 
is the State of Man, that this great R- 
volution by Death, doth each Moment 
depend on a Call from Heaven. 
VII. That the Certainty of ſomething # 
ſupernatural in this King of Terrors, 18 
1 


lo known, that as no Relief can Polk 3 
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Mens Faith, both in the Truth and 
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be found, but in the Truth and Power 
of Chriſtianity, to ſet Men both abore 
the Fear of Death, and an after State, 
when once it comes near. LS A, 
VIII. Yea, that it is ſurely above the 
Poſſibility of Nature, which can bea 
out in this great Adventure and Trial of 


Strength thereof, at Death; for which 
End, the Lord hath thus choſen that by 
fo ſtrange an Entry, and at ſo dark x 
Port, they ſhould firſt paſs to the full 
Enjoyment of that glorious State above 


Queſt, V. What Evidence and Demon- 
ration can you fhew, to confirm ſo great 
a Faith of an eternal Glory prepared for 
the Saints in Heaven, and of its earneſt 
and firſt Fruits here, as may ſtrike an un 

deniable Conviction hereof on the Mord? 


Anſw. I. The viſible ripening and 
Refemblance to ſuch a State, in all the 
Degrees of a Chriſtian's Growth, to a 
more full Stature of the Man in Chriſt, 
may be no leſs evident than the natural 
Growth of our Body. | | 

II. Tho' the opening of theſe Gates hi 
of the ſecond World be hid, oo as no 

. uman 


by 


— 
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man Senſe can diſcern the Spirit in 
Wits Aſcent through thoſe higher Regi- 
ms, to that unconceivable Paradiſe and 
Glory in the third Heaven,) yet is the 
triumphant Entry and Paſſage of innu- 
merable Chriftians at Death, ſuch as 
hath oft been a Matter of Senſe and 
deareſt Evidence to the World, 

III. Such alfo were both humble, ten- 


der, and ſineere in their Life, and then 


in ſo great a Compoſure of Judgment, 
hat al might ſee, they - knew What 


ea, and this was not given for their 
wn Support only, but for a more pub- 


Mens Senſe, by theſe raviſhing Joys of 
he Martyrs of Chriſt, and Exultation 
Spirit, even in the Hammes. 
V. Supernatural Comforts attend the 
fe of Chriſtianity, and can have no 


ell-doing, and any Seryice of Love for 
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ade them glad, and could ſwallow up, 
oth the Fears and Bitterneſs of Death; 


ic Uſe, for the Conviction and Confir- 
mation of others, | * 


IV. The State of Glory is demonſtra- 
ble, and hath been oft brought down to 


of ble Rife from the Fleſh, and out- 
ard Cauſes, with that Joy and Peak, 
Thich by ſo natural a Reſult follows © 


Chriſt * < 8 | 


| 


: | 
4 
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Chriſt; which all may ſee to be the fir MW 
Fruits of that Harveſt which is above, 
| VI. Rare and marvellous a Frame 0 
the new Man, ſet up in this lower Re 
gion of Grace, in ſo diſcernable a Con- 
ormity to the bleſſed GOD, and Reſem 
blance to another State than here, to 
which the World is but as a Place of Pil- 
grimage, Trial, and a preparatory State 


E OILY. | - 

VII Viſible Returns of Joy and Com- 
fort, Chriſtians have after ſaddeſt Con 
flids and Down-caſtings, and ſuch Day. 
break of vital quickening Beams of di- 
vine Light, that have often been no lels 
evident, than that of the Martyrs at the 
Stake, who cried out, Now, he 1s come, 
he is come, By 
VIII. Their Breathings of Love after , 
an unſeen Chriſt, and. viſible Effects of 1 
its Power on Men, might ſnew ſome be- 
gun Tranſlation of the Soul ſo far herein, 
as to be more where it loves than where I j. 
it lives. | 8 

| IX. Tho! we cannot ſee here, that in- 
effable Glory, which is above, but ſhould * 
& have our Faith inſtead of Eyes; yet + 
fluch is the Truth of Holineſs, as doth a] 
not only evidence, but in its own Na- 
Sth Ft N ” .. ture 
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ure partake of a future Glory; ſo as & 
rjery Degree and Act thereof, doth enter 
in a begun State of Fruition and Bleſſed- 
neſs, and makes it ſimply impoſlible 
for a good Man, in any true Exerciſe of 
Godlineſs, not to be happy alſo, and' 
thus in a more near Capacity to know 
that Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory, 
which 1s above. 

X. By ſo ſure, known, and tried a 
Paſlage betwixt Heaven and Mens Souls 
in Prayer, with. ſo ſettled a Trade of 
Commerce this Way, and certain Re- 
turns, as with Aſſurance, ſuch can ſay, 
tho they muſt change their Place, et 
not their Company. e. | 

XI. The whole Diſpenſations of Pro- 
ndence, in {ſraePs Paſſage through the 
BE Vilderneſs, and to ſo excellent a Coun- © 
MM try as Canaan, is no leſs ſure in itlelf, 
than that it was given for an Emblem 
and Type of the journying and militant 
State of the Saints here, and to be a ſo-- 
lemn Pledge of that Canaan above, M8 
XII. Such is the Magnificence, Har» 
mony, and Order of theſe viſible Hea- 
Lens, and celeſtial Bodies there, with 4 
their different Degrees of Glory, (tho? ⁵⁸ 

all illuminated from the ſame eee 3 
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of Light the Snn,) as we may judge! 
a divine Ordination to have (Mo Pecy 
liar Reſpe& to that End, to awake an 
raiſe our Thoughts to theſe higher Reg 
ons of Glory, which are above all thelg 

by what is thus viſible to our Eye, 
where the redeemed of the Lord ſhallhy 
ever fixed, and ſhine forth as the Sun i 

the Kingdom of their Father. 


Queſt. VI. V hat viſible and awakes 

ing Evidences, are there of the Truth 
an Hell, and that Kate of Horror an 
Torment in another World, which even 
to Mens Senſes here, might preſent tis 
Certainty thereof ? | 


*  Anfw, I. That it can be no more ſure, i n 
That there is ſuch a Power, and Party, 8 
that of the Devils, than the Reality di tl 
ſome ſuch a horrid Region, and 'Plac I 
alſo, to which they belong, and are ad a 
Judged to. | 1 
II. From ſo innumerable a Compan 
of human Race, as are not in the v1libleWl 1 
Service of theſe infernal Spirits, buff 
| _ Partakeys of the ſame Nature, and En | 


mity againſt the holy God, and his F 
mage, which doth clearly es: fed 
a | | 5 elpe 
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Reſpe& and Tendency to the ſame State 
and Place, and Confederacy in their 
udgment, as here in their Sin, f 
III. Such viſible Impreſſions of vindi- 
ctive Juſtice are on Mens Souls, with 
ſuch Horror of Conſcience, and unſuf- 
ferable Torments this Way, as in all 
Ages have been known by moſt remark- 
able Inſtances, (when not in the leaſt 
Diſtemper of their natural Reaſon,) 
that may preſent to Mens Senſes ſomes - 
thing of a viſible Hell, as convincin Ys 
as if one had riſen from the Dead for 
the ſame. - 1.8 - trol 
IV. A trembling Senſe, and Terror 
of divine Vengeance, oft follows upon 
horrid Acts of Wickedneſs, and ſo emi» 
nently breaks forth upon a ſurprizing 
Sight of Death, that all may ſee ſome- 
thing more dreadful herein, than in the 
Diſlolation of Nature; and the Power 
and preſent Arreſt of a future Judgment 
is made viſible in the fame. 4 
V. There are begun Degrees, of Bla, 
pheming and Rage againſt God, hecauſe 
of his Plagues, and ſuch Prodigies ot 
Cruelty exerciſed by Men here in the 
Earth, as may be evident to all to be 
more than human, 97 rather the Sas | 
Fo 7 1 
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ok infernal Spirits acting in a human 
1171100 ˙ 2 9 | 
Vl. So clear a Prelude and begin. 
ning of Hell, is in that judicial Obdu- 
ration, and Blindneſs, which many are 
given up to, (under the greateſt Diſco. 
veries of Light,) that all 1 ſee theit 
being thus bound over in Chains, and 
. ſhut up in Priſon, until Death bring 
them forth to the Execution; and that 
no Relief or 3 of the Means 
of Grace hath then any Succeſs. - 
VII. Such a Map and Shadow of eter- 
nal Vengeance, is in theſe terrible Acts 
of divine Judgment inflicted here on Apo- 
ſtates, and Perſecutors of the Truth, and 
+ other flagitious Perſons, which with the 
very firſt View might preſent an awful 
and immediate Appearance of God in the 
lame, ſome ſtrange and ſupernatural Pu- he 
niſhment is oft ſo viſible on the Workers he 
| VIII And, (whatever be of natural 
Cauſes in ſuch viſible Repreſentations 
here in the Earth, as that ſulphureous 
Lake where once Sodom was, and thoſe 
burning Mountains of Hecla, Atna, and 
Feſuvius,) yet we may truly judge that 
I they are thus ſet before the W * 
> a N : p villble 
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fiſible Memorials of the infernal Flames, 
and as it were ſo many Chimnies or 
Vent-holes thereof, for ſuch who will 
not believe the ſame, becauſe they do 
not yet ſee or feel ſuch a Thing 


Queſt, VII. What Aſſiſtandes bath 3 
wr Faith, that great and wonderful . 
Truth of the Reſurrection of the Body, 
+ Dspolutien in the Grave unto 


Aufi. L It hath great Aſſiſtance from 
that viſible and ſtupendous Frame of the 
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Heavens and the Earth, when tis ſure, 


that the ſame infinite Power, that hath 7 
not only made Man, but the whole Cre · 1 
tion, can as eaſily collect and re-unite 7} 
he diſperſed Aſhes of the Body, as form 
he ſame. wet. 
II. From that greateſt Pledge hereof, 
3 the Reſurreion of the Body of 
rut. | > +; bs ; | 5 C713 ' 
III. From that Tribulation and ſorePaing” 


that the Saints here in their outward Man 
ne expoſed to. ſince it is ſure, that in the 
holy Juſtice of God, he did not give ſug 
Bodies for Labour, and {or Toil, and 10 


us Martyrs, to endure ' unexprefiible 4 
. 1 « I 2 | 5 Tor- 
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Torments for Chriſt, at laſt to periſh 


for ever. 


IV. From theſe viſible Reſemblances 
and Prefigurations of the Reſurrection, 
which the Lord bath given to confirm 
our Faith herein, in the ordinary Courſe 


and Productions of Nature; ſo as all may 


ſee, how every Night is as the Grave of 
the Day-light, and each Morning a new 
Reſurrection of the ſame; and how viſi- 
ble an Image of Death is in each Seaſon 
of the Winter, with ſo marvellous and 

beautiful a Reſurrection of the Earth, 
on every Return of the Spring, in the 
Herbs, Flowers, and Plants, taking 
Life, and riſing again, in the Leaves, 


EF Bloffoms, and Fruits; yea, this is ſuck 


a Variety, as may no leſs convincingly 
evidence an infinite divine Power here- 
in, than that the ſame Body of Man 
| ſhould be raiſed at the laſt Day. 
v. From that continued Miracle of 
the Harveſt after the Seed-time, with ſo 
amazing a Production of the Grain ſown 
in the Earth, and its firſt dying there be- 
fore it be quickened, ſo as to be at laſt 
brought to thirty, ſixty, yea, ſometimes, 
an hundred Fold, out of the very ſame 


known 
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Grain; which to theſe, who had never . 
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known the ſame, would ſeem — | 
lle, and above all Reaſon to conceiye, 
r give — . mk WH 
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proved with Oe to the Times, 10 
— the Way of the Lord herein, be- 
fore this Generation, and let us ſee 
how nothing is ſo ſtrange in the Events 
of this Day, which- not more 
ſtrengthen, then ſhake; and that be 
God of the Reformed Church, deb 
ſtil own the ſame Intereſt, according K 
to his Faithfulneſs: Which is bee 
briefly pointed at, upon ſome ſpecial” +. 
Enquiry, propeſed about the Jame. | 
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Qursrion. 1. 


HAT can afford both Light, ny 5 
Confirmation to our Faith, in ſuch 
Time, when-we ſee the Work of the 
Lord about: his Ghu#eh, to be moſt remark- i 
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102 The confirming Mort 
Such dark and ſearching Trials therewith, 
as former Times have not known? ' + 


Anſw. It is ſure, we have - ſeen no- 
thing, but what might have been too 
evidently looked for, and that we can 
pretend no Want of Light herein, upon 
theſe Grounds, | Wie: 

I. That the Trials of a Church, ſhould 
be ſuited to the Meaſure of their Talent 
of Light, and when this hath been in 
ſome more than ordinary Way diſpen- 
ſed, that ſome remarkably 'ſearching 
Times might be expected to follow; not 
can it be now ſtrange to us, that ſuch 
© Things fall in with this Day, which did 
© not meet the Churches of Chriſt at the 
© firſt Entry of the Reformation, who 

then bad not ſo clear Diſcoveries of thi 
Truth, and that Meaſure of Confirmation 
therein, which hath been ſince. 
II. That ſome- unuſual Trials, and 
Conflicts, in the Lord's Method of Pro- 
vidence, ſhould be ſuited alſo to the 

Greatneſs of that Work, which he i th 

bringing forth, may be no ſtrange Thing fo! 

and to ſee a Time of ſuch ſore Wreſtling ga 
as this, when all Things ſeem to cr), 
and be in Pain, as Micah iv. 20. Tet 
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hen ſome great Event ot the Scripture 
to be revealed to the World, and near 
o its ſull Height, and Period ot Accom- 
liſhment, (as we have ſafe Ground for 
uſurance of this Day.))))) 33 

HI. Nor hath this ſad and diſmall 
Hour on the Church, been more obvious 
than the provoking Cauſe hereof, in 
which the holy Righteouſnefs of God, 
may be no leſs clear, than the Cloud 
now is dark; when there has been ſuch 7 
2 viſible falling off from that Love, 
Tenderneſs, and Power of Religion, that 
did formerly attend its Profeſlion 5 for 
theſe many Years paſt, we might have 
ſeen that ſome ſore and remarkable 
agent was coming, and that if we 

ad not been in ſuch a Manner undone, ⁵⁶ 
we were, under ſome ſadder Stroke of 
ſpiritual Judgment, ready to be utterly 
mnd one. | 3 

IV. Yea, it hath been too viſible, that 
ſuch Evils followed the Reformed Chur- 
ches, as in no Time it was ever known, 
that the holy God did paſs by, without 
ſome ſignal Evidence of his Wrath a- 

gainſt the ſame before the World. 
V. We know, that carnal Cenſidenes ⁶ 
bath a Curſe ever waiting upon it in the 
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- Scripture, and none can take it off, or 
make that thrive, which God hath him. 
ſelf curſed; and it is too viſi ble, how far 
we have gone thus out of the Way of our 


Strength, by ſuch eager ſeeking himan 
Props, and Support, that we have forgot 


the Guide of our Youth, and Covenant 


of our God, and what great Things he 

hath formerly done in the greateſt Straits 

of his Church, when there was much 
humble truſting, that the Spirit of the 
Lord, would do more to recover his 
Truth, than all human Might or Power 
Could do, | | 


—_— A. 


SECTION II. 


£ . 
( 
8 


Qs TION I. 


Hat Talent, are we ſtill accountable 
2 for, to ſupport our Faith againſt 
EF zhe greateſt Fears of this Time, from theſe 
| immediate W e of God, and of 


- the Glory Power, for the ſame 
Truth and Cauſe of the Reformed Church, 


we are now called to contend for, which 
" Hats been 8 ince the Wer when ſo 


VO: 
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Wrong and unuſual a Tide, now is qgaiuſt 
the ſame f. 4 "LH N 


Anſep. It Men ſhut not theis Eyes, 
ind hide this great Talent of the Works 
of God, under the Ground, tis ſure none 
an queſtion ſuch a Seal, which before 
he. Sun, (to the-Amazement and Con- 
fiction of the World) hath been put to 
the Truth of the Reformed Religion; 
that we are now brought under ſuch a 
Call, as the Church of ae! was, Deut. 
ir. 34. To ask of the Times that are 
paſt, ſince Hrael's coming out of Egypt, ! 
nd ſince the firſt planting of the Geile 
Church, by the Goſpel, whether there 
bath been fo great a Thing as this in the 
Earth, that God hath effayed: to take to | 
limſelf.a People from the midſt of other 
Nations, by Temptations, by Signs, and | A 
by Wonders, and by War, and by's, 2 
mighty Hand, and by an out- ſtretched 
Arm, and by great Terrors, according 
to all that the Lord our God hath done - 1% 
for the Reſcue of his People, in theſe laſt | 1" 
Times, from Antichriſtian Bondage and | 
Darkneſs ; and ſettling them in a fl = 
Church: ſtate, but unto, us was this ſhews» ' 8 
ed, that we might know, that the Loy C 
| 5 | mY Ti os — | ; 
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[\ he is God, and there is none elſe beſids 


him: Ye are till called to ſee, and hy 
as Eye-witneſſes to theſe Things; 
I. How bright a Day of the Goſſe 
I of Chriſt, did go before this great Dark 
neſs on the Church, and what a folemni; 
Triumph in theſe late Ages the Truth 
hath had over Antichriſt, fo as the full 
| ' Stroke and Ruin of his Kingdom, (whick 
s ſure and eſtabliſhed in the Promiſe A ir 
© | God,) ſeems not now more marvellous 
| and above human Appearance, that 
what we have ſeen, in the begun De 

—rees of its Accompliſhment. 7 

II. In how few Years alſo, there was 
* as a new Chriſtian World brought forth, 

in that ſwift Courſe and Progreſs which 

| theingathering of the Reformed Chur 

ches had, ſo as between the Year 1560, 

and 1621. ſuch famous Plantations of the 

” Goſpel were ſettled in a Church-ſtate; 

- Which all may ſee was the immediate 
Work and Power of God; to ſhew, that 
none ſhould fear, or ſtagger at his Pro. 

. miſe; tho' the Waters yet ſwell, and 

come to the. Flowings «of Fordan, anti 
& Difficulties appear unſuperable to hw 
man Senſe, after theſe great Thing 
Which the Lord hath done, © 
Rt TV. III. Hoy 


— 


W 


— . 


fxcitement of Inſtruments. was then evi 


lent for the Service of that Time, and 


teapers thus eminently prepared for ſo 


eat an Harveſt of the Goſpel, as might 


put the World to enquire whence theſe 


hen a few of ſuch a Spirit were ſo rare- 
to be found in many Ages before, 

IV. Yea, ſuch an Accethon alſo, of 
ſpiritual Gifts and Endowments was then 


een formerly known, ſince the firſt 
pming of the Goſpel to the Gentiles 3 


Tee exceeded that of the firft. 


this Time, countervail the Confirma- 
ons of our Faith, who have fo clearly 
en, with the firſt breaking up of the 


tereto, beyond any Miracles, yea, how 
mumerable a Company, in theſe: laſt 


er, did, not only receive the ſame 
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III. How extraordinary a Calling, aud 


were, in fo numerous a Concurrence, 


br building of the Church, as had not 
wherean it may be ſaid, the Glory of. 
heſe laſt Times hath even in ſome De» 


V. And can the moſt diſmal Things 


urer Doctrine of Chriſt, the Power and | | 
fe of Chriſtianity came therewith to 
he World, as a Seal, and Atteſtation 


iges of different Tongues and Langua- 
es, and theſe ſo remote from one àno- 


Truth 


» » a 
P * * * 
0 * a 


E 
Truth, but with ſuch Reſolution, 2 


. their Faith, who did moſt firmly e 
brace the ſame? and how many of thel 
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ties, whom none could judge to adven 
ture ſo far herein, without the hight 


ed Intereſt and Salvation ? 


venture their Souls thereon, as might 
fully witneſs, they had another Profpet 
of Chriſtianity, and to be in fome othe 
Manner raviſhed with the Glory an 


Beauty of the ſame, than is now in theleWcor 


Times. - W the 


VI. Such high Spring Tides of U 


Power and Efficacy of the Goſpel, mig the 
be evident to all, after ſo ſad a Reſtrau liv 
had been for ſo many Ages before, u pre 
der Antichriſtian Darkneſs ; for what he 
ver was then, as a private Seal, on th fi 
Spirit of Chriſtians, whilſt the Witnel 


4 ſes did prophecy in Sack-cloth, yet N me 
there no ſuch Evidence and Demonſtralff e 


tion of the Holy Ghoſt, or a public con, 


* 


. AHrmatory Seal to the Truth, as wa the 
alter the Reformation. | 


VII. Yea, was it not the moſt ſobe exl 
ſerious, and inquiſitive Part of Me 
upon a ſure Trial of the Grounds « he 


alſo were of the greateſt Parts and Abil 


Aſſurances, that this was their undoub 
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VIII. We have ſeen not only Men ok 
mean and low Eſtate, but ſuch of} the 
higheſt Place and Quality, moſt: chear« +7 
fully.  adventuring whatever Intereſt _ 7 
ul be deareſt to them in the Earth for 
the Truth's Sake; yea, it was ever found 

that ſuch as were moſt acquainted with 

the Reformed Religion in its Power, and 
live& up in their Practice to what they 
profeſſed thereof, were thoſe who with 
the greateſt Aſſurance, moſt reſolutely 

ſtill adhered thereto. 1 
I. We have ſeen alſo, its moſt re- 
mar kable ſpreading in the World, when 
there could be no poſſible Pretence of a 4a 
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6 


the ſame. | 


extraordinary, but even miraculous inthe; 
Joy, and Reſolution of innumerable; 
Martyrs ſince the Reformation, who did 
bear out with a more than human 


human and ſavage, yea, which did in 
lome Degrees exceed that Meaſure of the 
Heathens, in the primitive Times, as 
being againſt a greater Light than theirs, - 
XI. And have we not feen, of What 
Spirit, ſuch ſtill have been ſince the Re? 
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worldly Intereſt, or external Motives for” ' 


X. We have ſeen ſomething not onl . 4 


Strength, againſt a Cruelty ſo viſibly in- 
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formation, who were the moſt notorious 
Inſtraments in the Churches Perſecution, 
and how viſibly ſuch did act herein, u- 
der ſo impetuous an Incitement ofthe 
Devil, that as Tertullian, in his Apolo- 
2 y ſpeaks of Nero, the Truth might 
i in having ſuch Adverſaries, 

XII. It is = we have ſeen,” that no 
human Power, could yet ever undo this 
bleſſed Intereſt ot the Reformed Religi 
jon, tho no way, or change of Weapons, 
hath been left untried; but we have thug 
| ſeen, whether ſo ſtrong, and united a 
{ 'Confederacy, as the Cat olick League in 
France did at laſt reſolve, and not only 
. Nin the Ruin of the greateſt Attors and 


Contrivers therein, but to a further eſta- 
2 5 of the Reformed Churches there, 

tho! ſuch had intentionally acted for 
the ſame; when, if- ſecond Cauſes had 
brought forth their ordinary Effects, it 
mi 1 have been judged impoſſible to fail. 

III. We have ſeen that Iſlue of all the 
Counſets, Expence and Cruelty of Philp 


II of Spain to bear down the Truth of 
the Goſpel in the Netherlands, which 
|| s to the turtheſt ſettling of this illu- 
* Low 3 State, and the Church of 
* there 3 yea, 95 their conſpicu” 

out 
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{ous Riſe and Flouriſhing, even in the 

Externals, and their refolute Adherence 
to * Truth of Chriſt, did 4 moſt vad; 


her. 
V. We know that Deluge of Blood, 9 


ich fo quickly followed the French 
EMaſſacre; — the moſt diſmal Time | 
Myrhich ever that Nation knew, did then 
Wriſibly contemporate with ſuch a Time 
of therr greateſt Rage and Perſecution a- 
einſt the Truth, — that Event of the 
| hird Vaal * clearly fulfilled herein, 
Rev. xvi. 5, 6. Thou art Righteous, O 
Lord, which art, and waſt, and malt 
be, becauſe thou haft judged thus, for 
they have ſhed the Blood of thy Saints 
Your Prophets, and thou haſt: iven them 

' Blood to drink in great Meaſure. 
XV. Yea, have we not ſeen how four) 
Kings of France, ſucceſſively were in 
leſs than thirty Years, taken away in the 
ame continued Purſuit, how to deſtroy" 
the Church there, in whom that whale 
Race of the Valois was thus extinct; yea; | 
in the Manner of their Death, were moſt 1 
remarkable Monuments of divine Judg=- |; Þ 
ment, as the moſt famous Writers' of | t it 
Ut Time do atteſt. 5 ? 
; K 2 XVI. We 
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. - XVI. We have ſeen what marvellong 
Eflects did follow thoſe bloody Years of 
Queen Mary's Reign in England, to pto- 
\ | mote and commend the Proteſtant 
ctrine to Mens Conſciences there, with 
ſo great a Triumph, as it had in the 
| ; | Sufterings of ſuch choice and excellent 
| Witneſſes for Chriſt, and hath brought in 
| | \more Rent to the Praiſe and Glory of 1 
iheir bleſſed Head, than may to the fur. 5 
| | theſt compenſe all that Blood. of the 1 


Saints there, tho highly precious in the 
Eyes of the Lord. 2 I 

| II. We have ſeen likewiſe the i Þ* 
Blood and Cruelty of late, againſt the N. 
Proteſtants in Bobemia, in a ſhort Time 

' moſt viſibly returned on the Authors ſor 
thereof, and how the immediate Finger Er 
\of God might be ſeen in calling forth 
he Swedes to avenge the ſame, and in MD 
|, that deſolat ing Stroke which followed in Fr 
Germany. 5 | 
7 XVIII. We have ſeen in theſe late MW 
\ Times the Iſſue of that horrid Maſlacre (/ 
on the Proteſtants in {reland, to the ut- fo 
4 ter Ruin, (in a very few Years after,) of an 
that barbarous Party, who had thus acted Ne 
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XIX. We have ſeen what wonderful 
Providences did attend the Actings e 
that poor handful of Proteſtants in the 
Valleys of Piedmont, ſince the Reforma-| | | 
tion, upon the Account ofthat blood yMaſ- 4 
ſacre which was ſet on foot there againſt 
them, which was ſo aſtoniſhing, as all 
might ſee an extraordinary Appearance 
of the Lord herein, as is clearly atteſted 
by the moſt faithful Hiſtories of t 

_ 

XX. And can it be forgot unto this 
Day, how viſibly a divine Hand did a ap-\ | | 
pear in breaking that great Spanish Ar. 
mado, in the Year 1588, > which had been Y | 
for ſome Years in Contra againſt 
England. | 

XXI. Aſtoniſhing, and ſpecially de. | 
monſtrative oſ the immediate Power and 
preſence of God, and Matter of Wonder 
ind Praiſe alſo for after Ages, was that 
folemn Time of the Reformation of the 4 
Church in Scotland, for planting the Ret 4 
ſormed Religion there z with that Zeal 
and Oneneſs of Spirit, as did then ap- 
pear in all Ranks to embrace and adhere | | 
to the Profeſſion thereof, amidſt the 5 
2 Threatnings of their Adverſa - 

„ ſo as a few banks 2 4 
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that; which would have ſeemed ſtranpe 
for an Age to accompliſh ; yea, that we 
find betwixt the laſt Martyr for the 
Truth there, who was burnt at St. Au. 
| | drews, 1558, and the Eſtabliſhment of 
che Proteſtant Religion, and full Abo- 
| \liſhment of Popery, with the full Con- 
|; purrence of ce herein, in 
Fuly 156, was but little above two 
ears, to ſhew what 14 7 Things the 
ord can do, above all human Council 
vr Confidence. 1 
XXII. Tis ſure, we have ſeen in 
what remarkable Degrees theſe laſt Vaals 
of the holy Judgment of God, have ta 
ken place on the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and how conſpicuous the Event hath 
been of that Prophecy, 2'Theſs. ii. 8. in 
theſe great Effects and Conſumption 
thereof by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
as an aſſured Pledge of the full Accom- 
Iiſhment of what remains herein. 


il XIII. And as every Step of the th 
| 


Charch's Riſe, hath been ſtill advanced or 
in a continued Conflict betwixt the Truth I ol 


and Antichriſt, ſo have we ſtill ſeen, I u 


hen the Aſſault and Oppoſition hath I F 
A en greateſt, its moſt remarkable Ten- A 
dency to a greater Victory; which were I f 
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it rightly conſidered, upon clear and ſoqc 7 
Id {As from the Scripture,the moſt 
formidable” Appearances of Trouble from 
this Adverſary, would with more Com- 
fort than Fear this Day be looked on; 
ſo that whatever be the neareſt and moſt. 
immediate Events, yet it is ſure, as the! | || 
Lord is true; (whoſe Word is paſſed here- +: 
on,) that whoſoever gives their Power | 
ind Strength to ſupport that Intereſt k 

Antichriſt, ſhall loſe the Day, and fing 
their Cauſe” JeTperate, for the Party | |: 
with Whom they contend. herein 3s The 
Sn of God, „ ho human 
Power Mall be ever. able to ſtand, | 
Theſe” are but a few, which. are here 
mentioned, of the great Acts of our God. 
in Behalf of his Truth, to be ſtill as 
preſent in our Sight, in a Time when 
the Spirits of many are ready to ſta er⸗ 4 
and faint; and here mentioned, to ax 
no Streſs or Weight of the Authority 0 4 
the Truth and Doctrine of our Profeſſi» 
on thereon, but on the alone Revelation J 4 


« 
* 


ot the Scripture; but they are ſuch an 
undeniable Seal for confirming our 
Faith, and of ſo known, public and fas 
mous Evidence, as ſhould beth leſs con- 
ſdered, and taken to Heart now, than 
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in the Time when the ea ogy 
: een. 4 is 7 


9 


SECTION m. 
QuzeT1ON I. 


wr preſent Jadgment are we cal 
led to haye of this Time, pon 


tlear and aſſured 8852500 from the Serip- 
ture; that we may know under what Al 
yet thereof. the preſent State of Religi- 
on, and of the Reformed Churches'is un 
der, when ſo great a Criſis is this Day, 
as would ſeem to be in the very Height d 
ms Confliet; whether as to Life or Death? 


-- Anfw. It is no preſent Appearance of 
the e that muſt direct b Path, nor 
ſhould we either ſtretch our Fears or Er. 
tions of Things and Events, beyond 
what the God of Truth doth werrant in 
his Word, but tis clear, if we credit the 
| | fame, and admit the Divinity of the 
| ew Teſtament, there is no juſt Cauſe 
. | bf Heſitation or Darkneſs, as to what 
— the Lord 1 is bringing forth for his Church 
* 0 
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now in theſe latter Days, nor can there N 
be any Pretence to ſeek another Light, 
(either from the Stars above, or the 1 
vers of this Time,) when ſo Wofül a 
Trade hath ' got up in the World, that 


Men will thus go to the God of Ekron | 


» 


2s tho' there were not a God in Tfael, 
or ſuch a Thing, as his written Oracles 
to enquire at, when tis ſure theſe lie os, | 19 
* pen, and with a clear and diſtinct Sound 
ſpeak” to all who have a ſerious and un- 
prejudged Spirit. 1 
4 I. That the Church, under the Ney- 
reſtament, hath now paſſed and gone 
through that moſt diſmal and continued 
1 Trial herein, which was to go over her 
„lead, under Antichriſt's Reign and 
1 Height, and whatever Appearance he . 
ow hath in great Wrath, yet is it 1 
ſure and evident, that the Winter is | 1 
paſt, and the Church's Spring begun; 4 
and a few Steps further off, that Judg- 
ment which is now haſtning' on, wi i | 
it length end the Quarrel; fo thai by a 
near Converſe with the Word, we may 
dearly ſee from what Point the Churchs 
Courſe and Motion this Day lies, and 
bow exactly it keeps, in the Certainty * 8 
thereof, by the clear Conduct of the Scrip 
f 8. TS 
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Bis Fall and Downcaſting, with 
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tures of Truth, where a full Map of her 
whole Courſe and Paſlage thrqugh Time 
Uis clearly ſhewed. - 

II. That 1 may now with ſome clear 
tidence ju 2 andl have our Faith per- 
fuaded hereof, that the Church's Latereſ 
upon the riſing Hand, and on a * 
nt „ tho nothing would 
more contradictory than all viſible 
rounds now are; ſince this cannot fail, 


Ahn iii. 30. That Jeſus Chriſt, in his 


Kingdom, in the Earth, muſt increaſe, 
yea, that the Scripture {o clearly points 
forth AntichriſPs Ruin and Progreſs of 
eſem- 
dance to that great 3 on Pha. 
raob, as an evident Type hereof; in the 


[> ame judicial Gentle of Induration, a on 


1 and gradual Progrels herein, b 
* Plague after another, until the la 
+: reateſt Aſſault, as was then at the 

2 hath the ſame Effect for a more 

one e Fein God, in the great» 

Judgment, and Victory over: 
5 when not only the Song 

of 7; , but of the Lamb al , fall be 

ung, Rev. xv. 3. as importing ſome- 

Mine more glorious and a greater Bright- 

"nels to. be put on this es. lh”; 
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uſt Times, when a more immediate Ap 
pearunce of the Lord will be ſeen, than 


ear Win -- Frm Deliverances of his} \ Þ 
reſt W III. It is no conjectural Thing, bay © 
Dre- ¶ hat by a clear Scripture Conduct, We 


em BW nay ſee, that this Time of the Church 
nw, under ſo notable a Crifis in her 
fail, I (aſe, is evidently falling under that re- 
his WW narkable Aſfault and Conflict with that 
aſe ; Adverſary, before the accompliſhing f 
; that Vial on his Seat and Throne, as we 
$ of may ſee, Rev. xvii. 13, 14. That When 
em b conſpicuous a Step of the Church's vi. 
tory is near; the Oppoſition thereto 
the Ni will be in ſome higher Degree pro- 
ionable to the ſame, when the green 
en of the Earth, and ſuch who mall | 
eceive Power as Kings, one Hour with  _.. * 
lhe Beaft, ſhall have one Mind, and give 
heir Power and Strength thereto, and = 
hall make War with the Lamb, but the / 1 


lamb ſhall overcome them, for he is 
ling of Kings, and Lord of Lords, &. 
Nor is it found through” the Scriptare, 107 
there the Lord hath done any great 
Thing for his Church, but ſome unuſual | \? 
barkneſs, and fore Wreſtlings have fti1t-+ 1.4 
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. gone before, and ſhould be no Matter 
E \ Taggering to our Faith, (Whatever 
be of preſent Fears,) to ſee ſo diſmal x 

Time of Trial as now is, and amazing 
Heighth of Trouble beyond what formet 
Times have known, when one of the 
greateſt Events of Providence in Beha 
ol the Church, ſince the revealing d 
Chriſt to the World, until his ſecond 
coming, is aſſuredly near in the Fall 
/and Overthrow of the Man of Sin. 
IV. We have clear Ground alſo ti 
judge, that ſo great an Eclipſe, as feen 
almoſt univerſally over the State of th: 
Reformed Churches, is no going down d 
the Sun thereon, (whatever did befal th 
maoſt famous Eaſtern Churches to an ut 
ter Diſſipation thereof; ) it theſe differen 
Periods of Time be juſtly conſidered 

- How their Sun-ſet did then fall in wit 
the Entry of that great Apoſtacy of th 
Chriſtian Church, and with that lon 
and diſmal Night of Antichriſt's Reign 
whilſt now this Hour of Trial on th 
Churches, doth meet in that bleſſed Pe 
7\ |-riod of Antichriſt's begun Fall, and of 
growing Light of the Goſpel, and whe 
he. Scripture ſo clearly warrants 0! 
6 aith herein, that the ork of Prov 
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tter dende is to plant, and not cut off, . toy 
ver bring e [that Intereſt of 'the der 
mal formed Churches, in the founding 

1azg e which, the Mediator hath fo — 


ormet peared in the Glory of his Power in! 
dt the theſe laſt Times. 7 
Behal Vt is ſure, we now lis; in the Even- U 
ng el ing, and Extremity of Time, when the 
Ky Motions of Providence may be expected 
e Fall 


to be more quick and ſpeedy, as bei 
ſo near the Centre, and to the laft Eon 
cha, and Period of all prophetic Chrono 
logy.z wherein the Glory of God, in his 
Truth and Faithfulnefs, ſhall moſt emi- 
nently ſhine' forth, and theſe Scripture 
Truths, which were formerly dark and 
abſtruſe, with that Evidence ſhine forth 
m the Event, as ſhall cauſe Men to won 
der at their former Thoughts and ERS 
blings thereat. And here, I muſt ſay; 
that there is ſuch a Sight now in 


* 
ilſo 6 
"feemy 
of the 
own of 
fal the 
an ul 
ferent 
idered, 
n wit 
of the 
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t long Earth, as the Romrſh Church, in its Cons {| 
de lex Frame and State, in % different a | 
Ted Pe 1d caſt from any Power or Juriſdicti- | 


dm elſe, and ſuch a Com und of 2 pt 
nl, and N ritual M y, in one and 

erſon, is ſo ſolemn and un- 
TER a Seal to the Chriſtian Faith, fa 
ind 2 of r New Teſtament 
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t ' tis ſtr wHiyy ais is not umpro- 
More, IT e . £ T5 of this 
Tz Dal A Vilible vent 0 
12 ture is now in Being, which wu 
fo clearly foretold by the Holy Ghoſt, 
3 hundred Years i 
proper Circumſtances, as to t 
Antichriſtian State, 2 


anner 


* and Duration, as ira 

tion fill evident to the "Wc "TL. 2 nat 

A the leaſt Shadow or Appearance of AY (7 
| range future Emergencies 

e feen, or could have 15 5 1 Mew 
ho 8 pit ga 

'| yealed to 10 Wet y (<= to whow 

II his Works = N from the Be 

This I have looked on, as ſud 

COLLIE to the II WE Chriltia 

A hat no Miracles in the lt Time 

Ch rch, could have more Evi 

1 5 for the ſame; yea, if ſuch a a Party 

were not in Being, both what it now 3 

and in former Ages hath been, it might. 

in another Manner, ſtagger the Faith 

of the Saints, to a queſticging the Truti 

of the Scripture, than its mol F 

ble Appearance this Day can 

VL I ſhall but add here, that we knov 

2 a 10 - a the Lord hath h reſerved bi 

| E ap tell 
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greateſt Works to theſe latter Days 
wherein his Judgments ſhall be mani- 
feſt; and that one of the moſt eminent 
Manifeſtations of his Glory, before the 
doſe of Time, ſhall be conſpicuous 1 
the Fall of Antichriſt, on whoſe Ruins 
hat glorious Houſe which Chriſt is yet}. 
to have for himſelf, both of ems ande 
Gentiles, ſhall be prepared and built up zl. 
and tho' this great Eclipſe of Antichri- 
tian Darkneſs, ſhould yet more pre- 
rail, even over the viſible Profeſſion o 
he Truth in the Churches of Britain and} 
lreland, there is no Cauſe to be flagger-} 14 
ed in the Faith of Rome's fatal Period, 
being near, but to look hereon, accord-! 
ing to the Scripture, as that laſt Attempt! 

[+ 


of that wounded Adverſary, which will 
be found in the Iſſue to have the molt 
immediate Connection with his greateſt 
Downfal, and the reviving Glory of the} | 
Church; for ſtrong is the Lord God who 
mageth her. | = 
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SECTION iu. 
| QuesT10v. | 
6 W. is ſpecially called for, in this, 
| Day, of ſuch as are accountable 
or ſo great a Talent of Light, and Con. 


b frmations to our Faith: 


Anſw. If this were ſuitably taken to 
Heart, we could not byt reckon ourſelves 
under the greateſt Excitement and Call, 
to ſuch an Improvement hereof, 
I. That we account it not enough to 
have a Faith for quieting our own Spirits, 
but alſo to confirm others, by putting to 
ont Seal that God is true, in the great Al- 
fſurances of his Word, and to ſandify him 
before the World; which is ſo important 
a Duty, as the Lord was wroth even with 
a Moſes and Aaron, for one ſhort-comang, 
Ek when he called for the ſame, Numb. xx. 
12. and 'tis ſure, in no Time was ſuch a 
ſpecial Truſt more repoſed thereon, than 
in this Age, both as a public Debt on the 
Church, and perſonal on each Chriſtian, 
bow to witneſs for the Lord, upon that 
great Intereſt of his Faithfulneſs, ave a 
1 tmrrant 
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tranſmitting the ſame to the Ages to 
come; rere Woot — eſti- 
mony thereto) 040 591 361.08 
II. To! reckon; — alſo under 
ſome more than ordinary Call this Day, 
each in their preſent Capacity and Sta- 
tion,) to appear for the Credit of the 
Truth, and ſtem ſo: viſible and impetuduus 
Tide, as s now running of Diſtruſt, and 
of a diſcreditable Faintneſs; for it may be 
ſuic, never was the Church under the 
New Teſtament, fo remarkably held un- 
der ſuch a Trial, as that wherein the 
Lord did prove the Church of Iſrael, | 
Numb; xiv. or had a more evident Res! 
ſemblance thereto, in the ſame Circum- 4 
ſtances as in this Day, if they were feriy; 
ouſly pondered ; As, ; 
I. How, in the ſame Mannies. ſuch 9 
| 


falſe and evil Report is too viſibly raiſed 
pon the bleſt Ways of the Lord, to dif 
courage and faint the Spirits of his People, 
as was then by the Spies, that there were 
inſuperable Difficulties in the Way of the 
Promiſe, by Reaſon of the Anatims, and FA 
of their walled Cities, and did thus op- 
poſe the Credit of Senſe; to all theſe Af. | 
e furanives. wa God had given to their 
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126 De confirming Work 
II. That this highly © diſhonourable 
| \Cowardice and Diſtruſt, did ſo ſeize on 
hat People, as was like to reſolve in a w 
\ſible Revolt, and to cry for a Leadet to 
back to Egypt again; which; amongſt 
ls _ in this Time may be uſtly 
are 
| III. That this was after ſuch extract 
\}þ Gary Confirmations, which the Lord 
wil uy to the Faith of his Church then; 
ad by his own immediate and out- 
Hand, fo lately brought them 
cout of the Houſe of Bondage, and from 
F the Iron Furnace in pt, as 3 
FS Misbelief to be a «Bo under | 
Aggravations, as the holy. God did in 
that Manner plead, Verſe 22. Theſe ten 
imes have they tempted me, who have 
en my Glory, and my Miracles, W 
Aid in the Filderneſs, &c. 
IV. But herein, we hope, and are con- 
i ſure of a bleſſed iſparity i in this 
© tReſembl 


ance, as to the Numerouſneſs 0! 
oF Much, who ſhall be found of the Reform 
| ed Churches, to act ſomething of that 
| Ft art, which theſe heroic Witneſſes, Ca 


if: 7 and Jaſbua did; and were then put tc 


and alone therein; who through Grace, 
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at Spirit; and withſtand fo high a Tide 
i Fears, Diſcouragemient and Unbelie,}\ 12 
is at this Day; and thus to. plead a-!“ 
ninſt the ſame as theſe did, Numb. xiv. 
If the Lord delight in us, then let us 
zot rebel againſt him, neither fear the 
geateſt Difficulties that can be in the. 
Tay, „ b 0101 21 ALIASES 

. And is not the ſame Precedent ol 3 

8 
: | 


Providence, of ſo ſingular a Reſpect, as, 
he Lord did then teſtify to his Caleb \ 
foſbua, (who were of another Spirit, in 
plowing him fully, in that Day,) a con- 
= ppg al N ” 
h to any honourable N 8 1 
his Kind, by making them fee, and in- 
ierit the Truth of his Promiſe; yea, that 
ach a Reſidue, as out- lives this great and 
mazing Storm, ſhall have ſomething of ' 
hat Teflimony to bear alſo, which Caleb 
nve, Foſhua xiv. 8, 10. ty Brethren, | 
which went up with me, made the. Heart 
# the People faint, but 1 fully followed 
le Lord my God, and now behold be 
Lord hath kept me alive, c. O bleſledin 
they, whoſe Souls are raifed with that \Þ 
doly Zeal for the Truth, to: ſtand up in 

this great Breach, by a reſolute Profeſſi-} 1% 
m of their Faith, and Witneſs to the 
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7 - 1 is of God, as ſuch great 'and 
N etrrrdivady Confirmations given thers 
„ now'call: for; | Dns v8 ei 
| II. It is one of the ſpecial Dutiss of 
this Day, we ftand alſo accountable ft, 
how to ſtem this high and agel Tide 
| li reju 6judlcs, and " the 
/ 
ll | 
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c vrimed Relig! Ton, W RG in ore _ 
n MarSfoftution of the" Trunk, © 
eſtation the Tru 
| ſome more awful Regard hereof on op 
| Conſcience, that they mayſee ſomething 
of the Glory of our Profeſſion, and in 
14 * what Manner it maintains its Conquett, 
as no Way elſe can-poſſibly claim, 
I. Which reckons none to be the true 
and genuine Profeſſors hereof, who em. 

brace not the ſame upon Evidence, and 
1 with reſpect to its intrinſic Ercelleng 
ö and Worth nor does judge the Intereſt 
14 of Religion to go by Number and Poll, 
k a where this is wanting; but purſues that 
Wand, to have Men engaged firſt to be 
+ Chriſtians; that they may be true and 
F: fincere Proteſtants ; and therefore can ad: 
it no ſuch Methods of any baſe Com- 
iafice with the Humour and Intereſts of 
en, Which Is fem tha will not beat. 
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II. Which, in its Courſe is ever regu- 
hr and certain, according to the Rule o \ | 
n unchangeable and eternal Truth, with; 

qut Dependence on the Will of Man 4 
herein, or any mutable Revolutions of 

the Time, | 1 


III. Which doth with the greateſt \ 
Luſtre ſhine forth in the brighe — 


ind is maintained by the cleareſt Know- 
edge; yea, by the furtheſt Plainneſs,| ' F 
and Openneſs of Heart, towards all, com- 
nends itſelf; ſo that the World may ſee, | | 
t eſpouſeth not Mens Affection, before 
t gains on their Conſcience; and it hatn 
heir Judgment fixed on a judicious Trial, 
tefore their Reſolution z nor accounts th 
Truth of Religion, can ever ſubſiſt hx 
m — 57 and r without | | 
ts known Evidence and the Efficacy | 
thereof on Mens Souls, yh 
IV. Which fincerely follows the C N 
holick Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and-pub«!\ 2 
lic Good of Mankind, in promoting the 
treat Ends of the Goſpel, ſo. as the World 
may {ee its higheſt Intent is to exalt ali 
MW iivine Inſtitutions, and advance the Sim 
Wl plicity and Spirituality of Goſpel Admi- 
iitrations, eee. to the revealed 
Rule) amongſt Men, as that which doth | 
n+. 5 6 mor y 
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wo nearly concern the Vitals of Reli 
on, and an invasd Lite of Communist 

with God. 
V. Which leads an impurtink Trials 
all its Adverſaries, whether the Princi 
les of our Profeſſion, or of Popery 
| b the greateſt Secmity to Civil Go 
svernment, and ſounds the ſtrongeſt Obli. 
ns to Magiſtracy, and to all Civil 
and Moral Duties, by which the Awe and 
| | venerable Efteem of Religion is kept up 
in a Nation. It is high Time, that Men 
ſhould ceafe to be implicite, and become 
expreſs upon this greateſt Intereft they 
have within Time, which is the Truth of 
& | \their Profeſſion in the Matter of Religion; 
F when a Deceit or Miſtake here is of an 
cternal Concern: Upon which Account, 
without reſpect to Intereſt, urg: of 
Education, I have this Day ſought to 
|| a 5 Toth, and 2 ap 
cou po ibly pretend to dach, ol 
0 ge any for the Referred Kid 
* they can do, is but to charge Mens 
upt ion and Offences i in their Practice, 


ben, the Rule and Principles of thei 
1 ER fon, that can never give the leaſt 
1 Latitude or Connivance thereto, but 1s 
1 Hear ag the wy when, on we 
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and, I could know no other Way 4 | 

embrace ſuch a Profeſſion, as Popery, 
jut by turning Atheiſt, in the firſt Place, 
nd then quitting both Religion and Rea- 
bn at once: But I can ſay, in a reſolute 
adherence to the Doctrine of the Reform- 
d Church, I fear not to adventure my 
ſoul, and enter into an eternal State. 
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